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Shri Pijush Hazarika

Minister, Assam
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MESSAGE

I am happy to learn that the Jagiroad College Students Union is bringing

out the annual college magazine of the vcollege for the session 2023-24. At the
outset, I would like to offer my sincere wishes to all the members of the College

fraternity.

We all know that the College Magazine is an apt platform for the students
to nurture their creativity as it provides opportunity to develop their creative
skills. There are many students gifted with good writing and creative skills, who
initiate the literary journey exploring their innovative thoughts in college
magazine. The college magazine also helps in documenting the students’
activities of a particular year. I believe that the college magazine is the
reflection of the intellectual and creative thinking of the youth of the society.
Established in 1979, Jagiroad College has been a centre of higher education
imparting knowledge to numbers of generations in the past four and a half
decades. The college magazine of this esteemed educational institute is
considered to be a literary and intellectual asset of the society. I am certain that
the upcoming issue of the college magazine, JCian, will reflect the legacy of the
college in an excellent way and will be widely appreciated among the readers. 1

offer my best wishes to everyone associated with the JCian on their endeavours.

A

Date: 29-01-2025 (Pijush Hazarika)

E-Block, Third Floor, Janata Bhawan, Dispur, Guwahati-781006, Assam

Water Resources, Information & Public Relations,
Printing and Stationery and Social Justice
& Empowerment Departments

Dated Dispur, the 29th January 2025
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GAUHATI UNIVERSITY

Prof. Nani Gopal Mahanta
Vice Chancellor

MESSAGE

It gives me immense pleasure to convey thesc words off gratitude and appreciation

for all stakcholders whose collective endeavour has contributed to the growth and emergence

of Jagiroad College as an important centre for higher education in central Assam. The college

has emerged as a strategically significant site for cnvisioning a sustainable future for the aspiring
students of the region. | am sure it is going to play a determining role in fashioning theright
kind of energetic individuals ready to redefine the socio-economic and cultural landscape of
Assam.

The present Principal of the College, Dr. Bhaben Chandra Neog, has appreciably
noticed the unlépped potential of the region, and has accordingly introduced various
employment-oriented and vocational courses geared towards upskilling the existing human
resources and also moulding fresh talents from the local communities thereby enabling them

o acquire the requisite competency as per the rising standards of academic and industrial
excellence.

‘What I stated above is amply illustrated by the cfforts of the students in bringing
about yet another edition of the “Jagiroad College Magazine” with its content carefully and
meticulously curated by the editorial board. I would like to urge the Principal and the Editorial
Board of the College Magazine *JCian” to make digital copies of the magazine and also
digitise carlier editions of the same, all of which could possibly be uploaded on the college
website for easy accessibility ol the global readership. I am thank ful for this opportunity to
share my thoughts on the coliege and the magazine it has brought out so beautifully, and I wish

the very best for all concerned in every capacity in this noble endeavour.

a

Datc : 08.02-2025 / Vice Chancellor

Gauhati University

Address : Guwahati-781014 Assam:India | E-mail: ve@gauhati.ac.in | Web : www.gauhati.ac.in




OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT COMMISSIONER

Devasish Sharma, 1As MORIGAON (ASSAM)

District Commissioner I Tel - 03678-240225 (0)
Morigaon (Assam) @ 03678.240235 (R)
qGHa S 03678-240308 (F)
8811951552 (M)
7/._ Email : dc-morigaon@nic.in

Azadi g,

Amrit Mahotsav

MESSAGE

| am delighted to learn that Jagiroad College is publishing its annual
magazine, JCian, for the session 2023-24. This initiative reflects the vibrant academic
and cultural environment of the college and serves as a platform for students to
showcase their creativity, thoughts, and achievements.

Jagiroad College has consistently upheld its reputation as a center of
excellence in higher education under the aegis of Gauhati University. The college’s
NAAC A+ accreditation is a testament to its commitment to academic rigor, holistic
development, and societal contribution. The publication of JCian further underscores
this commitment by fostering intellectual engagement and nurturing talents among
students.

A college magazine is more than just a collection of articles; it is a mirror
of the institution’s ethos, aspirations, and dynamism. | am confident that JCian will
inspire students to think critically, express freely, and contribute meaningfully to
society. It will also serve as a repository of memories and achievements that will be
cherished by all stakeholders in the years to come.

On this occasion, | extend my heartfelt congratulations to the editorial
team, contributors, and the entire Jagiroad College community for their efforts in
bringing out this publication. May this magazine continue to inspire and motivate
students to strive for excellence in all their endeavors.

Best wishes.

(Devasish Sharma, IAS)
District Commissioner
Morigaon
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Dr. Bhaben Chandra Neog, MSc. MPhil, PhD.
Principal & Secretary

Jagiroad College, Jagiroad, Morigaon, Assam
Contact: 9508399322

E-mail: jagiroadcollege12@gmail.com
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CORRESPONDENT

JAGIROAD, Oct 29: An in-
ternational workshop on
‘Semiconductor Ecosystem
Awareness and Opportunities
for Northeast India’ was held
in the form of an industry-
academia interaction at Jagi-
road College on October 25.

In the inaugural session,
the principal of the college,
Dr Bhaben Chandra Neog,
delivered the welcome ad-
dress in front of the dignitar-
ies, guests, and participants
who came to the workshop
from different universities and
colleges.

The workshop discussed
in detail about the potential
impact, including employ-
ment, development and eco-
nomic fallout, of the upcom-
ing semiconductor industry
to be set up by the Tata
Group in Jagiroad.

The workshop was jointly
organised by the North East
India Scientific and Entrepre-
neurial Diaspora (NEISED),

National Institute of Electron-
ics and Information Technol-
ogy (NIELIT), Guwahati,
VSLI Society of India, and Ja-
giroad College, and attended
by several renowned experts
from India and abroad.

The workshop was attend.
ed by more than 500 parti
pants from various education-
al institutions of Assam and
other Northeastern states. A
large number of students and
faculty members of Jagiroad
College also took part in the
workshop.

The event was formally
inaugurated by Devashish
Sharma, the district commis-
sioner of Morigaon, who was
the chief guest. The distin-
guished guest, Ashish
Mishra, designated director
of the Jagiroad project of the
Tata Group, provided an
overview of the project.

Dr Y Jayant Singh, execu-
tive director of NIELIT, Dr
Satya Gupta, president of
VSLI Society of India, Rajeev
Khusho, director, Govt Rela-
tions and Corporate Affairs of

Texas Instrument India Pvt
Ltd, Chitra Hariharan, the
head of University Relations,
Govt Affairs and Start-up Col-
laborations of Renesas, Dr
Achyut Bora, head of R&D of
Qukinno, Berlin, Germany,
Sanjeev Hazarika, director of
Exiger Technology, Bengalu-
ru, L Lanuabang of NILIT,
Prof Jogen Chandra Kalita
from Gauhati University, vice
chancellor of AdtU Prof
Narayan Chandra Talukdar,
Prof Hiranya Nath from USA,
and more than 30 experts

F53 Osvsvm ICTOR
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FOR NORTHEAST INDI

from various fields of semi-
conductor-linked industries
participated in the parallel
panel sessions.

Special guest Uddhav
Bharali participated as the
chief judge of the model and
poster competitions. Among
the 25 models and 45 post-
ers displayed at the event,
the best were selected and
awarded with cash prizes and
certificates.

It may be mentioned that
the Tata Group has already
performed the bhumi pujan

Jagiroad College hosts workshop on semiconductor industry

ceremony in the erstwhile
Nagaon Paper Mill campus to
establish a large, ambitious
semiconductor assembly, test
and packaging plant. It was Dr
Himanta Biswa Sarma whose
visionary leadership yielded
the semiconductor assembly,
test and packaging plant as per
the semiconductor industry
policy of the Union Ministry
of Information Technology,
with the aim of ushering in a
new era in India.

This new industry has huge
potential for applying advanced
technology in various sectors
like communication, health,
space, military, automotive,
etc., tomake the country self-
reliant in the days to come.

The college’s principal, Dr
Neog, expressed his sincere
appreciation to Dr Par-
mananda Saikia, a distin-
guished scientist from the
United States, for his valua-
ble behind-the-scenes par-
ticipation in the workshop.
Sanjeev Hazarika offered the
vote of thanks.
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Artificial Intelligence

» Dr. Pranjal Sarma

Assistant Professor, Department of Physics

Artificial Intelligence, commonly known as Al has become an integral
part of the modern world. Nowadays, we encounter various types of Al
applications software in our daily life, and we occasionally employ them for
multiple purposes. Despite the enormous technological advancements made for
research & development of modern Al the growth in the field of Al has a very
long history and is not the development of the current decade. Alan Turing, a
British mathematician, is credited with the development of the first fundamental
concept of Al In 1936, Turing proposed the Turing Machine, a theoretical device
that formalized the concepts of computation. The idea that a machine can exhibit
intelligent behavior identical to that of a human was also reported by Turing in
1950. However, the phrase Artificial Intelligence was first coined in 1956 by
John McCarthy, Marvin Minsky, Nathaniel Rochester and Claude Shannon in
their research paper presented at the Dartmouth Conference. This was considered
the formal birth of Al and since then, researchers have been working on various
Al-related projects. Now, we are using the most recent and modern version of Al
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daily for various purposes.
What is Al :

Artificial Intelligence is a technology that
enables machines to perform activities that
require human intelligence. It provides devices
such as computers or smartphones the ability to
simulate capabilities such as learning, decision-
making, problem-solving etc, which are normally
accomplished by humans only. Al is capable of
making such intelligent behavior by analyzing
huge amounts of data, that could help in finding
patterns to model their decision making process.
Humans generally supervise the learning process
for Artificial Intelligence to make wise decisions.
However, some Als are being designed in such
away that they can learn without any supervision
from humans. The main ingredient of Artificial
Intelligence technology is algorithms and data.
Atfirst, ahuge amount of data is being collected
and are applied to mathematical models or
algorithms. These algorithms use the information
to recognize patterns in the data and then make
predictions. This process of making predictions
is known as training. Once the algorithms have
been trained, they can be applied to various
tasks, where the algorithms continuously learn
and adapt to new data. Over time, this learning
process allows Al technology to perform
complex tasks such as image recognition,
language processing, data analysis and many
more with remarkable accuracy and efficiency.
For the development of Al some specialized
hardware and software are required for writing
the algorithms and training. There is no specific
programming language used exclusively in AL
However, Al developers generally use Python,
R, Java, C++ etc. as the programming language.

The most important and primary approach
to building an Artificial Intelligence technology
is Machine Learning (ML). The research on
Artificial Intelligence starts to shift towards ML

in the year 1980. In the Machine Learning method, a
large number of datasets are being used by machines to
identify patterns and relationships present within the data.
The algorithms of ML are statistical that can help
machines to learn and with time, it becomes progressively
better at a task, without necessarily having been
programmed for that certain type of task. Machine
Learning can also use historical data as input to predict
new output values. Machine Learning consists of two
types. (a) Supervised learning and (b) Unsupervised
learning. In supervised learning, labelled data are used to
train algorithms to classify data or predict outcomes
accurately. On the contrary, in unsupervised learning the
expected outputs are unknown due to the use of unlabeled
datasets.

There are many types of machine learning
techniques. However, the most popular type of machine
learning algorithm is called the neural network. Here,
networks are modelled by mimicking the structure of
the human brain. A neural network consists of
interconnected layers of nodes or neurons, that process
information and pass it between each other. Neural
networks are extremely good for performing tasks to
identify complex patterns and relationships in large
amounts of data. The strength of the connection between
neurons can be adjusted so that the network can learn to
recognize complex patterns within data, make predictions
based on new inputs and even learn from mistakes. This
behavior of the neural network is very useful for
recognizing images, understanding human speech and
translating works between languages.

Deep learning is an important subset of machine
learning. It uses a type of artificial neural network known
as deep neural networks, which contain several hidden
layers through which data is processed, allowing a
machine to go 'deep'in its learning process and recognize
increasingly complex patterns, making connections and
weighting input for the best results. Deep learning is
particularly effective at tasks like image and speech
recognition and natural language processing, making it a
crucial component in the development and advancement
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of Al systems.

Natural language processing commonly known as
NLP is also one of the important subsets of machine
learning. It refers to the processing of human language
by computer programs. In the Natural language
processing method, computers are taught to understand
and produce written and spoken language in a similar
manner as humans. The NLP method combines various
processes such as computer science, linguistics, machine
learning and deep learning concepts to help computers
analyse text that is unstructured text or voice data to
extract relevant information from it. Natural language
processing is mainly used to tackle speech recognition
and natural language generation and it is used for cases
like spam detection and virtual assistants.

Scope of Al:

The primary aim of artificial intelligence is to
provide machines with processing and analysis power
similar to that of humans. This makes Al a useful and
powerful counterpart to humans in everyday life. Artificial
Intelligence can interpret data, solve complicated
problems and automate various tasks simultaneously,
which can save time and fill in operational gaps missed
by humans. Artificial Intelligence is the foundation for
computer learning and hence, it is used in almost every
industry starting from healthcare, education, and finance
to manufacturing.

Apart from these applications, many existing
technologies use artificial intelligence to enhance
capabilities. Machines such as smartphones with Al
assistants, e-commerce platforms with recommendation
systems and vehicles with autonomous driving abilities.
Al can also help to protect humans by preventing fraud
detection systems online and robots for dangerous jobs.
Also, artificial intelligence is now being used in leading
research in healthcare and climate initiatives. Specifically,
in the healthcare sector, Al is used to improve the
accuracy of medical diagnosis, facilitate drug research

and development, manage sensitive medical
robots, and automate online patient experiences.
Itis also one of the driving factors for developing
medical robots, which are being used to assist
with various surgical procedures as well as in
therapy. Moreover, artificial intelligence is used
in the manufacturing process, which can reduce
assembly errors and production times while
increasing worker safety. Robots operated by Al
alsoused in factories and warehouses to automate
manufacturing workflow and handle serious tasks.
Apart from manufacturing, the finance industry
also utilizes artificial intelligence to detect fraud
in the banking sector, assess financial credit
standings, predict financial risk for businesses plus
manage stock and bond trading based on market
patterns. Artificial intelligence is also used in
banking apps to personalize banking and provide
24x7 customer service support. Further, Al is also
used in the military sector. Al assist militaries on
and off the battlefield. Off the field, artificial
intelligence processes military intelligence data
faster, detects cyberwarfare attacks or
automates military weapons, defense systems and
vehicles. Artificial intelligence robots and drones
are specifically used to automate combat or search
and rescue operations.

Sources.
https://builtin.com/artificial-intelligence

https://www.javatpoint.com/history-of-artificial-
intelligence

https://www.britannica.com/science/history-of-
artificial-intelligence

https://aws.amazon.com/what-is/neuralnetwork/
#:~: text=A%20neural %20network%20is%20a,
that%?20resembles%20the %20human%?20brain.

https://www.techtarget.com/searchenterpriseai/
definition/Al-Artificial-Intelligence
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Have you ever smelled freshly mowed

grass? If yes then congratulations! You have
communicated with plants.

“My fruits are ready to eat!”, “Land
here!”, “Get off!”, “Conserve resources!”
are some of the several messages plants can
send right from moss to a 300 ft tall sequoia.

A study conducted in March 2023
revealed that many plant species can make
ultrasonic sounds to communicate stress.
Plants can basically “talk” with almost
everything from predators to pollinators.

A single plant can communicate with
its roots, stem, leaves, flowers and fruits.
While roots keep an eye on circumstances
below ground—issues with nutrients, water,
and below-ground predators—leaves can
identify predators or changes in light and
sound. Chemical movement allows electrical
signals to travel. When roots sense a drought,
they can instruct leaves to reduce
transpiration and save water.

By positioning electrodes in two

Can
Plants
Talk?

» Dr. Sangeeta Sarma
Assistant Professor,
Department of Botany

distinct locations on a plant, researchers can see this
electrical connection in action. Even instruments that
convert the electric charge into audible sounds have
been created. Electrical impulses are released from an
injured plant, and plants can exchange these signals
between individuals.

When touched, plants like Mimosa pudica and
Venus fly trap both send forth electrical signals. The
former moves to brush insect off while the later seals
its mouth to trap its victim.

Hormones are among the chemicals that travel
through plants. When a sprout tries to penetrate the
soil’s surface, a hormone called auxin is created at the
top of the plant and moves downward, indicating which
direction is up. The plant must respond swiftly or perish
completely in the event of an immediate threat, such as
insect attack. Under this type of stress, a lot of plants
release the hormone jasmonic acid, which instructs the
plant to begin making a toxin in order to protect itself.

Certain animals can identify plants reacting to
danger (a mouse may “hear” it, an insect may “smell”
it), such as when they hear someone shout “ow!” from
a distance. It’s hard to tell if those signals are meant
for other people to hear or if they just happen.

I SO | FNIET TRIRVIET DDA P> 2029-3038 TF



Plants can live by interacting with their
environment. Beautiful flowers that blossom in the
spring let animals and insects know that their blooms
are ready for pollination.

Researchers discovered that you can also hear
plants using specialised microphones that pick- up bat
cries. When under stress, a variety of plants, including
cactus and tomatoes, make ultrasonic popping noises
that mammals like bats and mice and insects like moths
can hear. In order to develop new techniques for
diagnosing, treating, and monitoring plants without
coming into contact with them, scientists are paying
attention to these distressing sounds.

Humans can frequently smell plant
communications, even if we may not be able to hear
them naturally. A fragrant distress signal is released
when grass is chopped, releasing gaseous compounds.
For those of us who identify it with being outside during
the warmer months, it’s a reassuring aroma. When a
caterpillar consumes a plant, it releases this aroma as
well. As if in response to the caterpillars’ plea for

assistance, other insects notice and prey on them.

This smelly signal is part of a class of compounds
known as volatiles, which are gases that may travel
great distances above and below ground. Every type
of plant has a unique combination of volatile substances.
These volatile substances serve a wide range of
purposes. When a flower is ready, volatiles can attract
pollinators and even guide them to unpollinated bloom:s.
Fruit volatiles draw in creatures that will consume and
disperse seeds. Additionally, they are sent from leaves
to “intoxicate” and repel predators (consider your own
reaction when you are near someone wearing excessive
amounts of perfume).

Additionally, scientists have discovered that plants
can use volatiles to communicate about certain dangers
they face, such as predators. It has been noted that
plants that are close to a volatile-emitting plant will get
ready to defend themselves before they are threatened.

Using volatiles, plants may also distinguish
([

between kin and non-kin and alter their behaviour
accordingly. For instance, rather than competing with
their progeny for resources, plants will recognise them
and aid in their growth.

Volatiles are also released underground by plants.
Fungi that wrap around the root receive a “come here”
signal from plants, which are particularly common in
forests. Numerous fungus have the ability to stretch
and collect nutrients, which they then return to the plant
in return for the sugar that the plant produced during
photosynthesis.

In a forest, a tree will have relationships with
numerous fungi, and a single fungus will have
relationships with numerous trees, forming a mycorrhizal
network (the word “myco” refers to fungus and “rhizal”
to root).

Where fungus and root meet, fascinating
“conversations” take place. It has been shown that the
two parties exchange short RNA fragments, which
change the expression of genes in the other creature.
If the fungus is an ally, it tells the plant, “You can trust
me,” and aids in its growth. If the fungus is an enemy,
its tiny RNA disables the plant’s defence genes, which
facilitates the fungus’s attack.

A fungus that connects several trees can allow
them to exchange resources. Fungal networks have
been found to carry carbon from an older “nurse” tree
to a younger tree that is too young to get adequate light
and engage in photosynthetic activity.

Microbes and plants can also communicate below
earth. They adhere to the roots by creating a biofilm,
just like fungi do. Bacteria that promote growth, for
instance, can strengthen a plant’s defences and make
it more resistant to illness.

Underground plant microbiome research is ready
for investigation, and the results may help us improve
soil to feed our expanding population.
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CHEWING HABIT OF TOBACCO: A SERIOUS
THREAT TO HUMAN HEALTH

» Dr. Linton Hazarika
Associate Professor, Department of Chemistry

In recent times, tobacco, products have posed a serious threat to human health. A
large variety of tobacco products that can be consumed in smokeless form are now available
in the market in our country. Among these, Gutkha has become more popular and is
extensively used by all kinds of people in the society. Different manufacturing companies
advertised in a lucrative form through media about these narcotic products for earning
profit. In recent markets it has become easy to access these products in very low price
and is consumed by all age groups irrespective of male and female. In India, there is no
kind of moral compunction for using smokeless tobacco. This is the reason why it is now
commonly prevalent among the women and teenagers as a regular habit. The chewing
habit of tobacco begins at an early age gradually making people addicted with attainment
of adulthood. This causes a high risk to human health. In recent times, India is facing a
serious public health challenge due to increased trend of oral cancer caused by consumption
of Gutkha and other such kind of tobacco. A large-scale human exposure is going on in the
form of consumer in our country. This may bring severe hazards to mankind. Further, this
also leads to the deterioration of social values and instability in economic development in
the society. As such, there is a strong need of thorough study on the overall problem
associated with gutkha chewing habit.

Presently, Shikhar, Rajanigandha and other brands of gutkha are used by all kinds of
people in our society. The popularity and uses are on increasing trend due to the easy
availability and low price of these products. Despite the pictorial health warnings and
Governments restriction, people are unaware of the health risks associated with these
chewing products. Different health related issues like the development of burning sensation,
ulceration in buccal cavity etc., may occur due to the presence of carcinogenic substances
in such products.

Gutkha is industrially manufactured as a mixture of tobacco, areca nut, slaked lime,
and other condiments and flavoring agents. The major carcinogens in gutkha are derived
from their ingredients such as areca nut, catechu, lime, tobacco and flavorings (Nair et al,
2004). Areca nut contains arecoline and a number of phenolic compounds (Jyoti et. al.,
2012). Catechu contains tannin and polyphenols which have mutagenic property and
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Clastogenecity (Giri et al,2006). Lime is another
component of gutkha. Lime generates Reactive Oxygen
Species (ROS) in mouth cavity. The ROS concentration
may increase in oral cavity as soon as the areca nut
and catechu polyphenols together with slaked lime
dissolve in the saliva (Jyoti et al, 2011). The tobacco of
gutkha has been found to leash out various Tobacco
Specific Nitrosamines (TSN) in higher concentration,
when kept in mouth. These TSN may undergo metabolic
activation by cytochrome P450 and may lead to the
formation of N-nitrosonornicotine (NNK), a major
carcinogen (Jyoti et al, 2011). Its further activation leads
to DNA damage and may cause cancer of respective
organs.

The ingredients of gutkha may also affect the
reproductive system of male and female and may lead
to infertility problem. A large number of studies from
India provide consistent results of an increased risk of
oral cancer with the use of different forms of smokeless
tobacco used in the country.

Tobacco chewing has also been reported as an
important risk factor for the cancer of the oesophagus,
pharyngeal cancer and stomach cancer. Studies also
indicate a strong association between smokeless
tobacco and pancreatic cancer.

Use of Gutkha represents a complex
phenomenon which has various socio-cultural, biological,
economic and environmental aspects. These smokeless
tobacco products are often referred as mouth freshener
and its use has increased rapidly throughout the world
in recent years especially among teenagers and young
people.

Smoking has declined paradoxicallybecause of
vigorous efforts toward increasing awareness of the
adverse effects of tobacco smoking. Smokeless tobacco
is now considered as a safe alternative of smoking and
Betel quid chewing (Pramanik, 2012).

Tobacco, more often, acts as an entry gate to
other addictions like alcohol and other addictive
substances. As part of the National Tobacco Control
Program, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
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Government of India, has initiated the Tobacco
Free Educational Institutions (ToFEI)
campaign aimed at safeguarding minors and
youth from tobacco addiction. It is imperative
to take proactive measures to eliminate
tobacco vendors within a 100-yard radius of
all educational establishments.

The National Tobacco Control Cell
(NTCC) at the Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW) is responsible for overall
policy formulation, planning, implementation,
monitoring and evaluation of the different
activities envisaged under the National
Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP).

Studies conducted by World Health
Organization indicates that state-level laws
banning gutkha may have a strong positive
impact in decreasing consumption of gutkha
by reducing product availability in an area. A
study conducted by World Health Organization
in seven states (Assam, Bihar, Gujarat,
Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra
and Orissa) and the National Capital Region
revealed that there was an almost universal
agreement (99%) that gutkha bans are good
for the health of India’s youth.

Use of tobacco increases the chance
of developing diseases such as cancer,
cardiovascular disease (CVD), diabetes,
chronic pulmonary disease, stroke, infertility,
blindness, TB, oral cavities, etc. Spitting up
tobacco and tobacco products may lead to the
spread of gastro-intestinal illnesses,
pneumonia, swine flu, transmitting tuberculosis
etc., as because the bacteria can survive in
spit for up to a day.

Given the aforementioned information,
governments all around the world, including
India, have passed laws prohibiting smoking
on school grounds. In order to implement
measures to reduce tobacco usage, the
Government of India passed the Cigarettes and



other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of
Advertisement and Regulation of Trade and
Commerce, Production, Supply and
Distribution) Act, 2003 (COTPA 2003) in 2004..

The NTCP is a comprehensive
programme that emphasizes community
involvement, school programmes, IEC, 4 and
advocacy in addition to offering a strong
foundation for the implementation of tobacco
control laws and activities.

The Government of India released,
launched, and prepared the “Guidelines for
Tobacco Free Schools/Educational
Institutions” in 2008 and the “Step by Step
Guidelines for implementation of Section 6(b)
of the Act and Rules” in 2017.

The Government of India has created
Guidelines for “Tobacco-Free Educational
Institutions (ToFEI)” under the NTCP, and all
schools in the nation are required to abide by
them. The Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) also adopted it for use in all
of the schools that are associated with it.

Colleges and institutions that have
enacted laws banning the use of tobacco
products at all indoor and outdoor campus sites
are considered to have tobacco-free campuses.
While some educational institutions only forbid
smoking on their campuses, some universities
and colleges have made it illegal to use any
kind of tobacco, cannabis, or other substance.
Colleges are attempting to reduce tobacco use
in a variety of ways, not only by outright
prohibiting it on campus. Many colleges provide
students seeking to quit tobacco use cessation
programmes and ongoing support.

Students are assets of an educational
institution. Students can make positive and
longlasting contributions towards the institution
and also to the society when the opportunity
arises. Students of high schools and colleges

are typically considered “Youth”.This is a transitional
stage between childhood and adulthood. It is the
beginning of an era of growth and development. The
development of talents, which could decide future
triumphs or difficulties, is a precarious stage of life.
Hence, involvement of students in the tobacco and drugs
free movement embodies a fundamental procedure of
self-determination, as the policy uniquely affects this
population. Thus, students should perform their role and
responsibilities in making tobacco and drug free campus.

Formation of Students Association like the
“Tobacco Action Group’ is necessary for the students
to work for a truly smoke-free campus. This type of
groups can create awareness among the fellow students
in order to increase student involvement, organize
student-centered activities to raise awareness such as
collecting signatures, holding students’ debates, and
conducting opinion polls. Outreach Programmes should
be organized in which student volunteers from different
associations and groups can actively promote and
provide outreach platforms for the campus cessation
program such as Tobacco Talk. Students association in
collaboration with authority of educational institutions
can conduct debate competition and essay writing
competition among students regarding demerits of
tobacco and drug usage. Quiz competition can be
conducted for promotion of awareness among fellow
students. The student’s volunteers from the association
can also conduct counseling center for their fellow
mates. They should call for expert counselor for
counseling tobacco and drug addict on the benefits of
staying away from substance and the way of getting
rid of addiction.

Students can also perform street play inside the
campus and near the campus on the theme related to
risk of tobacco and drug use in order to make awareness
among the fellow students and youth residing near the
educational institution. Through this they can make the
fellow students and peer group understand why people
use drugs and alcohol, what is the difference between
drug abuse and drug addiction, how to avoid temptations
and peer pressure etc. and inspire them to practice
healthier living habits.
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Students can use various media such as Radio
to spread awareness among fellow students. They can
also harness the social media platform such as
WhatsApp group, campus YouTube channel, Instagram,
telegram, short video etc. for spreading awareness
among the fellow students regarding demerits of
tobacco and other substance usage as well as
rehabilitation and counselling activities among peer
groups. Thus, through self-awareness among the
students, formation of association for drug preventions,
arrangement of campus play, peer group consultation
by students, conduct of debate competition, poster
making competition, slogan writing competition, seminar,
etc. by student associations in consultation with teachers
and authority are some of the roles and responsibilities
of students in making tobacco free and drug free
educational campus.
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Polycystic Ovarian Disease (PCOD)

M Zulekha Yasmin
Zoology Department

Polycystic Ovarian Disease [PCOD] is a
condition in which a woman's ovaries produce immature
or partially mature eggs in large quantities, which over
time can develop into cysts within the ovaries. This
leads to an imbalance in hormone levels, particularly
an increase in male hormones [androgens]. As a result,
women may experience irregular menstrual cycles,
difficulty in conceiving, and symptoms like excessive
hair growth, acne, and weight gain. PCOD can also be
associated with insulin resistance, which may increase
the risk of developing diabetes over time.

Causes :

The exact cause of Polycystic Ovarian Disease
[PCODY] is not fully understood, but several factors are
believed to contribute to its development.

1. Hormonal Imbalance. Women with PCOD
often have higher levels of androgens [male
hormones], which can interfere with ovulation,
leading to the formation of cysts in the ovaries.

2. Insulin Resistance. Many women with PCOD
have insulin resistance, where the body doesnt
respond effectively to insulin. This causes the
pancreas to produce more insulin, which may
increase androgen production and disrupt normal
ovulation.

3. Genetic Factors. PCOD tends to run in families,
suggesting that genetics play a role. If a close
relative, such as a mother or sister, has PCOD,
the chances of developing the condition are
higher.

4, Low-grade Inflammation. Women with PCOD
may have low-grade inflammation that stimulates
the ovaries to produce more androgens, leading
to problems with ovulation.

5. Excess Weight. Obesity can exacerbate insulin
resistance and increase the severity of symptoms,
although it is not a direct cause of PCOD.

Symptoms of PCOD :

The symptoms of Polycystic Ovarian Disease
[PCOD] can vary from person to person, but common
signs include.

1. Irregular Periods. Infrequent, irregular, or
prolonged menstrual cycles are a hallmark of
PCOD. Some women may have fewer than eight
periods a year, while others may experience no
periods at all [amenorrhea].

2. Excess Hair Growth [Hirsutism]. Due to
elevated levels of androgens, women with PCOD
may experience excessive hair growth on the
face, chest, back, and other areas where men
typically grow hair.

3. Acne. High androgen levels can cause skin
problems such as acne, particularly on the face,
chest, and upper back.

4, Weight Gain. Many women with PCOD
struggle with weight gain or have difficulty losing
weight, especially around the abdomen.

5. Thinning Hair or Hair Loss. PCOD can cause
thinning of the hair on the scalp, leading to hair
loss in a pattern similar to male-pattern baldness.
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10.

Ovarian Cysts. Multiple small, fluid-filled sacs
[cysts] may develop on the ovaries, which can
be detected through an ultrasound.

Darkening of Skin. Some women with PCOD
may develop dark patches of skin, particularly in
the creases of the neck, groin, or under the
breasts [a condition known as acanthosis
nigricans].

Fatigue. Due to hormonal imbalances and insulin
resistance, many women with PCOD report
feeling fatigued or low on energy.

Fertility Issues. PCOD can lead to irregular
ovulation or anovulation [lack of ovulation], which
can make it difficult to conceive.

Mood Changes. Hormonal fluctuations may
contribute to mood swings, anxiety, or depression
in some women with PCOD.

Treatment :

The treatment for Polycystic Ovarian Disease
[PCOD] focuses on managing symptoms,
addressing underlying hormonal imbalances, and
improving overall health. Since there is no cure,
treatment is individualized based on symptoms,
goals [such as managing weight or improving
fertility], and other health factors.

1. Lifestyle Changes

Diet. A healthy, balanced diet with whole grains,

lean proteins, healthy fats, and plenty of fruits and

vegetables can help manage symptoms.

Reducing processed foods and sugary foods can

help with insulin resistance.

Exercise. Regular physical activity helps with
weight management, reduces insulin resistance,
and improves hormonal balance. Even modest
weight loss [5-10% of body weight] can improve
symptoms.

Weight Management. Losing weight can help
regulate the menstrual cycle, improve insulin
sensitivity, and reduce androgen levels.

2. Medications

Hormonal Birth Control. Oral contraceptives,
patches, or hormonal IUDs can regulate
menstrual cycles, lower androgen levels, and
reduce symptoms like acne and excessive hair
growth.

Anti-Androgen Medications.

Medications such as spironolactone can reduce
the effects of excess androgens [e.g., excessive
hair growth and acne]. However, these are often
used in conjunction with contraception, as they
can cause birth defects.

3. Fertility Treatments

Ovulation-Inducing Medications.

Clomiphene, letrozole, and gonadotropins are
often used to help women with PCOD ovulate.

In-Vitro Fertilization [IVF]. In cases where
other treatments fail, [IVF may be recommended
to help women with PCOD conceive.

Surgery. In some cases, ovarian drilling [a
surgical procedure] may be recommended to
trigger ovulation by reducing androgen production
in the ovaries.

4. Cosmetic Treatments

Hair Removal. Options like laser hair removal,
electrolysis, or prescription creams [e.g.,
eflornithine] can help manage excessive hair
growth.

Acne Treatment. Topical or oral medications,
such as retinoids or antibiotics, may be prescribed
to control acne.

Managing Mental Health

Women with PCOD may experience anxiety,
depression, or mood swings due to hormonal
changes. Counseling, therapy, or medication may
be beneficial for managing mental health.

Long term complications of PCOD.-
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Polycystic Ovarian Disease [PCOD], also
known as Polycystic Ovary Syndrome [PCOS],
can lead to several long-term complications if
not managed properly.

These include.

1.

Infertility. Due to irregular ovulation, PCOD can
make it difficult for women to conceive.

Type 2 Diabetes. Women with PCOD are at
higher risk of developing insulin resistance, which
can lead to type 2 diabetes.

Cardiovascular Diseases. Increased risks of high
blood pressure, high cholesterol, and heart disease
are associated with PCOD due to obesity and
insulin resistance.

Endometrial Cancer. Chronic anovulation [lack
of ovulation] can cause the endometrial lining to
thicken, increasing the risk of endometrial cancer.

Obesity. Many women with PCOD struggle with
weight gain, which exacerbates other health risks.

Sleep Apnea. Obesity and hormonal imbalances
increase the likelihood of developing sleep apnea.

Depression and Anxiety. Hormonal changes,
along with body image issues and infertility
struggles, can lead to mental health conditions
like depression and anxiety.

Metabolic Syndrome. This cluster of conditions,
including high blood pressure, high blood sugar,
excess body fat, and abnormal cholesterol levels,
increases the risk of heart disease and diabetes.

Regular medical monitoring and lifestyle
changes, such as maintaining a healthy weight,
exercising, and managing blood sugar levels, can
help reduce these long-term complications.

Foods to eat when we have PCOD :

1.

Whole Grains. Brown rice, oats, quinoa, and
whole wheat contain fiber that helps regulate
blood sugar.

Lean Protein. Chicken, turkey, fish, tofu, and
legumes provide high-quality protein with fewer
unhealthy fats.

Healthy Fats. Avocados, nuts, seeds [flaxseeds,
chia seeds], olive oil, and fatty fish like salmon
are rich in omega-3 fatty acids and good for
reducing inflammation.

Low-Glycemic Index [GI] Foods. Vegetables,
whole fruits [berries, apples], legumes, and lentils
prevent insulin spikes.

Fiber-Rich Foods. Leafy greens

[spinach, kale], cruciferous vegetables [broccoli,
cauliflower], and beans help with digestion and
managing blood sugar.

Anti-Inflammatory Foods. Berries, turmeric,
ginger, green tea, and nuts help reduce the
inflammation associated with PCOD.

Dairy Alternatives. Unsweetened almond milk
or oat milk instead of regular dairy, as some
women with PCOD may experience increased
inflammation or hormone imbalances due to dairy.

Foods to avoid when we have PCOD :

1.

I 980 || TTIAIT NS AIIETT SO Ph 2029-3038 &

Refined Carbohydrates. White bread, white rice,
pastries, and sugary cereals can cause blood
sugar spikes and insulin resistance.

Sugary Foods and Beverages. Sodas, candy,
sweetened teas, and baked goods with high sugar
content worsen insulin resistance.

Processed Foods. Chips, fast food, and processed
meats contain unhealthy fats and refined sugars
that aggravate inflammation.

Dairy Products [in some cases].

Full-fat milk, cheese, and yogurt may increase
androgen levels in some women, potentially
worsening PCOD symptoms.



Origin of the College and its
Evolution in India

» Santanoo Gogoi
B.A 5th Semester

The origin of the term "College" can be traced
back to the Latin word "collegium" which referred to a
group of colleagues or a community of individuals
sharing common interests or purposes. This concept
was foundational in the development of institutions
dedicated to higher learning.

In medieval Europe, particulary during the 12th
century, universities emerged as associations of students
and teachers gathered to study and teach various
subjects, primarily theology, law and medicine. The term
"College" began to be used to describe specific groups
or communities within these universities, such as the
colleges at the University of Paris or Oxford.

Colleges were often established as residential
institutions, providing not only education but also
accommodation for students. This arrangement allowed
for a more immersive educational experience, fostering
intellectual exchange and community among scholars.
The structure of these colleges varied, but they typically
had their own administration, curriculum, and faculty,
functioning somewhat independently within the larger
university framework.

By the late Middle ages colleges began to spread
throughout Europe, each reflecting the cultural and
educational values of its region. In England, for example,
colleges such as Christ Church in Oxford and King's
College in Cambridge became prominent centers of
learning, contributing to the developement of the liberal

arts education model. Meanwhile, the emergence of
the Renaissance and the Reformation further influenced
college curricula, leading to a broader focus on
humanities , sciences, and critical thinking.

The term "College" eventually evolved in its
meaning and usage. In the United States, for instance,
the word came to describe institutions that grant
undergraduate degrees, often focused on liberal arts
education. The first colleges in America, such as
Harvard (founded in 1636), were modeled after their
European counterparts but adapted to the unique cultural
and societal contexts of the new World.

Today, the concept of college encompasses a
wide range of institutions, including community colleges,
liberal arts colleges, and research universities, each
serving diverse educationa purposes and populations.
The idea of a college as a place for learning,
collaborational, and personal growth remains central
reflecting its historical roots while adapting to
contemporary educational needs.

The Evolution of Colleges in India

The history of colleges in India is a fascinating
journey that reflects the country's rich educational
heritage and its adaptation to changing social, cultural,
and political landscapes. From learning centers to
modern institutions of higher education, the development
of colleges in India has played a significalt role in shaping
its intellectual and cultural indentity.
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Ancient Educational Systems:

The roots of higher education in India can be
traced back to ancient times, where learning was
primarily conducted in Gurukuls, monasteries, and
temples. In these settings, students known as shishyas,
lived with their gurus and engaged in a holistic form of
education that emphasized philosophy, mathematics,
astronomy, music and arts. This system fostered a close
relationship between teacher and student, promoting
not only academic learning but also moral and spiritual
growth.

Among the most notable ancient educational
institutions were Nalanda and Takshashila (Taxila).
Nalanda University, founded in the 5th century CE, was
a significant center of learning that attracted scholars
from across Asia. It offered a wide array of subjects,
including logic, grammer, and medicine, becoming a
beacon of knowledge in the region. Similarly,
Takshashila was an early university that empasized both
spiritual and secular knowledge, laying the groundwork
for future educational institutions.

The Medieval Period :

With the arrival of Islamic rulers in the medieval
period, the educational landscape of India transformed.
Madrasas emerged as centers of Islamic learning,
focusing on religious studies, law and literature. These
institutions contributed to a diverse educational system
that coexisted with traditional Hindu methods of
education. The blending of cultural and intellectual
traditions during this time enriched the academic
discourse in the region.

The British Colonial Influence :

The establishment of formal colleges in India
began during the British colonial period in the 19th
century. The British introduced a Western-style
education system, leading to the founding of colleges
aimed at producing an educated Indian populace.
Notable institutions included St. Stephen's College,

established in 1881 in Delhi, which became one of the
first colleges to offer a modern liberal education.

The University of Calcutta, founded in 1857,
marked a significant milestone as the first modern
university in India. It laid the fiundation for many
colleges across the country, promoting, higher education
and research. This period saw the rise of numerous
colleges that offered a curriculum in various fields,
including science, arts, and commerce, often modeled
after Western educational practices.

Post-Independence Expansion :

After India gained independence in 1947, the
focus on higher education intensified. The government
recognized the importance of education in nation-bulidng
and economic development. New colleges and
universities were established across various regions,
promoting access to education for a broader population.
The emphasis shifted to scientific and technical
education, resulting in the establishment of engineering
and medical colleges.

Institutions like the Indian Institutes of
Technology (II'Ts) and Indian Institutes of Management
(IIMs) emerged as premier centers of excellence,
attracting students not only from India but also from
around the world. These institutiosn played a crucial
role in advancing research and innovation, contributing
significantly to India's development in the gobal arena.

Conclusion :

The evaluation of colleges in India reflects a rich
tapestry of historical influences, from ancient centers
of learning like Nalanda to modern institutions founded
during the colonial era and beyond. Today, India boasts
a vast network of colleges and universities that cater
to diverse fields of study, continuing the legacy of
knowledge and learning that has been a hallmark of
Indian culture for centuries. As India moves forward,
the importance of higher education remains paramount,
shaping the future of its youth and the nation as a whole.
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History of Rajputs

M Tripti Singh
HS 1st year (Arts)

Derived from Sanskrit raja-
putra, "Son of a king" any of about 12
million Landowners organized in
Patrilineal clans and located mainly
in Central and northern India. They
are especially numerous in the historic
region of Rajputana ("Land of the
Rajputs") that also included portions
of present-day eastern Pakistan.

The Rajput regard themselves as
descendants or members of the
Kshatriya (Warrior) Class, but they
actually vary greatly in status, from
princely lineages, such as the Guhilot
and Kadwaha, to simple cutivators.
Most authorities agree that successful
claims to Rajput status frequently
were made by groups that attained
secular power; invaders from Central
Asia as well as partrician lines of

indigenous tribal people were
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probably absorbed in that way. There
are numbers of Muslim Rajputs in
north western India and eastern
Pakistan, and Rajput generally have
adopted the custom of Purdah
(Seclusion of women). Their ethos
includes an intense pride in ancestry
and a mettlesome regard for personal
honour. They seek hypergamous
marriages.

The Rajput's origin seem to
date from a great breakup of Indian
the
northwestern India subcontinent
under the impact of the Hephthalites
(White Huns) and associated tribes
from the mid- 5th Century CE
onwards. Following the breakup of
the Gupta empire invading groups
were probably integrated within the
existing society, with the present

society in northern and



pattern of northerwestern Indian
Society being the result. Tribal leaders
and nobles accepted as
Kshatriyas, the second order of the
Hindus, while their followers entered
the fourth (Shudra, or Cultivating)
order to form the basis of tribal Caste,
such as the Jats, the Guyars, and the
hirs. Some of the invader's Priests
became Brahmans. Some indigenous
tribes
Rajputana; the Bhattis of Punjab; and
the chadelas Pramars and Bundeles of
Central India. Rajput ancestry can be
divided between Suryavanshi, or those
descended from Rama, the hero of the
epic Ramayan; and Chandravanshi, or
those descended from Krishna, the hero
of the epic Mahabharata. A third
group, Agnikula, is the group from
which the Rajput derive their claim to
be Kshatriya. Rajput habits of eating
meat and order traits suggest both
Pakistan and aboriginal origins.

were

and clans also attained

The Rajputs emerged into
political importance as early as the 7th
Century. From about 800, Rajput
dynasties dominated northern India,
and the many petty Rajput Kingdom
there were among the main obstacles
to the complete Muslim domination of
Hindu India. In the early 1020s the
rajput rulers at Gwaliar and Kalinjar
were able to hold off assault by

Mohmud of Ghazna (Present-day)

Ghazni Afghanistan, although the two cities did
pay him after the muslim Conquest of the eastern
Punjab and the Ganges River Valley, the Rajput
maintained their independence in the vastnesses
of Rajputana and the forests of Central India.
Sultan 'Ala'-al-Din Khilji of Delhi (reigned 1296-
1316) took the two great Rajput forts of Chitor
and Ranthambhor in eastern Rajputana but
could not hold them. The Rajput State of Mewar
under Rama Sanga made a bid for super but was
defeated by the Mughal emperor Babur at
Khanua (1527)

Babur's grandson Akbar retook the chitor
and Ranthambhor forts (1568-69) and then made
a Settlement with all the Rajputana Princes
except Mewar. Accepting Mughal lordship, the
Princes were admitted to the court norships and
Commands of armies. Some Rajput nobles
further strengthened their ties with the Mughals
by arranging marriage between their daughters
and Mughal emperors or their sons. The Rajput-
Mughal arrangement continued into the early
part of the emperor Aurangzeb's reign (1658-
1707) but eventually the emperor's intolerance
turned the Rajputs against him, and the ensuing
conflict between the two sides became one of the
several factors leading to the collapse of the
Mughal Empire itself in the 18" Century. The
Rajputs subsequently fell victims to the chiefs of
the Maratha Confederacy until they accepted
British Suzerainty (1818) at the end of the last
Maratha war. After India's independence (1947)
most of the Rajput status in Rajputana were
merged to form the state of Rajasthan within the
Indian union.
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Kaike Atomo

M Klirni Terangpi
Assistant Professor, Department of English

The sun peeks through the
window. For Manali, this day was just
like any other day. As she lowered her
feet to the cold floor, they ached. A
sharp pain due to her thyroid that she
ignores because it is just not that
important as of now. When it gets
serious, she will deal with it anyway.
She could hear Kareng, her eldest
daughter, humming a song as she
swept the courtyard. Her other
daughter Kare must be feeding henru
leaves to the pigs. The pigs have a good
life, she thought to herself as she
hobbled towards the kitchen. Her son
must have already left to open his
small grocery shop nearby her school
where she was the headmistress. For
a while, everything seemed normal.

“Pei, shall I make saa ke-er for
you now?”, Kare asked.

“Yes, yes. There is a little sang-
pher too from yesterday. We shall have
that”, she replied sleepily.

As she was headed towards her
early morning ritual of gulping a warm
glass of water for ‘good health’, there
was a knock on the door -

“Madam, o Madam”, a male
voice called from outside.

She had half a mind to tell him

to see her at school. These parents irritated her
with their reasons for late fees payment of their
ward and she was tired of addressing their
grievances, especially at home but she was a
headmistress, she was responsible. She went
towards the verandah and saw a young man
sweating profusely even though it was a cool
breezy October morning.

“ Yes, what do you want?”, she enquired.

“ Madam, don’t you recognize me? I am
your student Longki”, the young man chirped.

He was tanned and looked malnourished.
Of course, she did not remember this Longki. She
has come across so many Longki in her lifetime.

“ 1 do not recognise you. I am getting old
and my eyesight is not what it used to be”, she
lied.

The young man climbed the steps to the
verandah and sat down on the mat - “ I used to
be classmates with your son. He passed his
matriculation and I did not. You see, I am not a
headmistress’s son but a poor drunkard’s son.
Anyhow, that is not the case. How is your son?
I heard he has a wife and a son now?”

Manai was a little suspicious of the young
man’s behaviour. He seemed to carry an air of
superiority, angry at something or someone and
his eyes looked tired. Why is he here at my home
so early in the morning and making small talk?

“My son, are you tired? Shall I make some
saa ke-er for you and some fresh sang-pher with
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noklang? My son is out now and his wife is at
her parent’s. Did you have some work with
him?”, she asked him politely.

Longki looked at her and slowly proceeded
to take out something from the pocket of his
worn pants. He kept the object on the inghoi next
to him. To Manai’s horror, it was a gun. She
could recognize it instantly. She has seen it many
times in movies. She was shocked but she tried
to remain calm as if it was something that
happened every day in her life.

“Longki, my son, what do you
want with a poor woman like me? I
have nothing. I am a poor teacher
only...”, she started to talk.

“Madam, why are you worried?
I am not going to harm you. You are
on our side and I need your help. Will
you not help us?”, he asked her.

He then began to explain to her
that he was part of the liberation
movement and that their group was
running a little low on funds. He only
wanted a little contribution from her
and he was sure she would help. After
all, he was working for the greater

good of his people, her people, and their
community, isn’t he? He began to tell her with
feverish enthusiasm about his passion to help free
their land from the state’s control. Weren't they
promised an autonomous state of their own? It
would solve all their problems; their poverty and
the injustice they suffered at the hands of the
state. Manai knew this story. The demand for
statehood had been unsuccessful for so many
years. This dream was killing the future of so
many young men she knew, especially from the
villages. It was a fool’s pursuit. She had tried
her best to persuade the young people in her
school to aim higher if they wanted to help the
community. They could become civil servants,
advocates and professors. Well, what could she
do? Her children were not any better. Longki
began to speak again interrupting her chain of
thought -

“Well, what do you think madam? Will
you help us?”

Manai paused for a moment. He
remembered him now. The son of the village
drunkard. Both parents had passed away some
years ago and their only son had disappeared
soon after the funeral. There were rumours. So
this was it.

“ Ai tema ! Longki, you used to work so
hard in school. I had my hopes high for you. Go
to a college, graduate and then become an officer
1”, she lamented.

“Madam, will you or will you not?”, he
grabbed his gun.

His face started to redden. Manai could
sense his rising anger. But what was she
supposed to do? She had to try her best to
persuade this young man to see reality. Wasn't
she responsible for him? He was her student.
Besides, she did not have money with her. She
was drowning in debt and her son did not make
enough. Her two daughters were in college.

“ My son, I haven’t been paid my salary
for four and a half months now. The ‘state” has
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not even cleared all our earlier pay either and I
am going to retire in seven months! My family
depends on me. Surely you understand. We are
on the same side, is it not?”, she questioned him
back.

Longki was not going to listen to
all this. He retorted, almost screaming -
“We need to buy bullets for our firearms
to fight the state. The army killed two
of our comrades in an ‘encounter. We
have to do something for our fallen
brothers. We need to send a message.
Would you like to be responsible for our
failure?”

Kareng had just come in carrying
a plate of sang-pher and a glass of water.
She seemed stunned with fear at the gun
and the screaming. Longki quickly got

up and pointed a gun at her, right at her face.
Manai was not prepared for that to happen, she
could hear Kareng sobbing -

“Longki, please try to understand, will
you? I have no money. I understand your stand
on the matter but please, we have no money.
Leave us be. Why are you and your comrades
torturing us if you claim to be working towards
our betterment? We are poor. Our enemy is the
same.”

Longki still pointed the gun at her and
without batting an eyelid, he said, “I understand
but this movement is greater than all of us. We
must make sacrifices. I did. Now you must too. I
will not hesitate to do anything for this
movement”.

Manai knew this was a battle she would
not win. Ideal as she may be, this was getting
out of hand. She needed to think fast. Those
bangles maybe. But those bangles were the only
things left. She went towards her bedroom and
took out her jewellery box from under the bed.
It was a gift from her husband. They were all
that was left of him. He handed them over to
Longki. He took it and lowered his gun. Kareng
ran towards her mother.

“I am sorry. I have no choice. We have to
do what we have to do”, he said.

The woman did not say anything. He was
truly sorry. He was. But he had greater plans
and they will appreciate it too in the future.

First published in Riverside Stories an anthology of contemporary writings from Assam, Zubaan Book, 2024
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Friendship
1s not about money

M Ashtha Neog
B.A 4th Semester

There was a girl named Tina, a
good looking beautiful girl. Only her
appearance was beautiful, not her
personality. She was a girl who liked
to show off her parent's earnings and
properties. On the other hand, there
was a girl named Niki who was from
a poor family. Her parents worked as
servants in Tina's house. Tina and Niki
both went to the same school. Niki
always wanted to be friends with Tina
but Tina always ignored her friendship
and said to her, "Your parents are
servants of my house. How can you
imagine yourself as my friend? Look
at yourself and ofcourse my standard.
Shame on your thinking to be my
friend."

Tina was always cruel towards
Niki. But Niki never thought ill of Tina.
16 March, it was Tina's birthday. She
invited her friends except Niki whom
she never thought of as her friend. All
her friends came to her party and cut
the cake. They all gave her surprise
gift boxes. But Niki had nothing to
give her on her special day.

At last Niki went to Tina and
wished her "Happy birthday". On

hearing her, Tina instead of saying 'Thank you',
got irritated and said to her, "you are wishing
me happy birthday. Oh dear where is my
birthday gift then? You can't even afford a gift..
How can you think of friendship with a girl like
me?"

On hearing Tina, Niki got emotional and
went to her home. There she told everything to
her parents. Her parents comforted her by saying
"they are rich. They can't see the true colours
and friendship of people. A day will come when
she will be in need of you."

After that Niki stopped asking Tina to be
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friends with her. Gradually Tina started feeling
lonely without Niki's annoying voice. It was a fine
sunny day. As usual Tina went for her school after
being absent for two days becuase of her illness.
But that day none of her friends asked her about
her health. In that moment she realised how
materialistic friendship could be. She realised how
they tried to be good with her when it comes to
party or any kind of function, "what if she never
came back in life, i,e what if she died?" At that
Tina thought of Niki who
unconditionally wanted to be friends with her,
"one girl, she is there for me in every aspect.
Whatever I tell her or blame her because of her
living standards, she never gets angry with me,
she never ignores me despite my rude behaviour

moment

towards her. Infact she always wants to be
friends with me. Shame on me! Dear Niki,
because of you today I came to know the true
colour of friendship."

Tina went back home and aksed Niki's
parents about her. Then she went to her house.
The moment Niki saw Tina, she was very happy
and asked her to sit on the only chair they had.
Niki got emotional to see her and said, "Thank
you for coming. Do you want some water? We
don't have coffee in our place. Sorry Tina."

Tina suddenly hugged Niki and said,

"Niki because of you I realised the
meaning of friendship. Thank you dear.

Lets be best of best friends!"

4 Vi §
Ol il
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Masquerade

» Arup Kumar Nath
trans : Anindita Kar
Assistant Professor, Department of English

With winter on the horizon,
Futuki’s group crossed into the
country. As their bodies brushed

flock first landed was soul-soothingly cool, and
tasted as sweet as the flesh of water chestnuts.
The lake teemed with water lettuce, algae, bulbs

against white clouds in the sky, Futuki
marvelled at the beauty below. If their
mothers were so eagerly looking
forward to visiting this country, this
was why. The stories they heard from
their mothers made this country seem
like a dreamscape to them. From the
very first glance, it felt as though she
had known the country for a long time.

Rows of green hills stretched out,
mingling with vast water bodies that
shimmered in the valleys below. Along
the shores, rows of white kans grass
danced in the breeze, while rushes and
reeds swayed gracefully. Breathtaking!
She wanted to build a cozy home in the
reeds. This season she’d have to settle
down here, her mother ruled. It was
about time. Was there any dearth of
suitors dying to win her hand?

Her mother was born here, which
explained her unbounded love for this
place. Futuki was born in Siberia
though. In traversing the long distance
to her mother’s beloved country, she
had had to stop and rest on many
occasions in many places.

The waters of the lake where the

of water lilies, and snails. On the first
day, as she ate to her heart’s content,
she understood why their mothers
longed to come back to this land of

sweet waters and fruits.

This was where Futuka had first

offered his love to her with a lotus seed
in his beak.

Thereafter their huge flock split
into groups, each flying in different
directions to the different wetlands of
the country. Futuka the goose was in
the same flock with Futuki and her
mother. She didn’t respond to
Futuka’s proposal of love with lotus
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seeds that day, but she thought to herself that if
she came across a safe wild grass bush by a
wetland, she would build a nest with Futuka
there. Anticipating the presence of a whole egg
inside her stomach she experienced a unique
thrill. But to her mother she was still a toddling
little duckling. Every time they flocked to the
lake, her mother watched her closely. After every
catch of a snail she would look for Futuki,
worried that something might have happened
in that flash while she was underwater.
Meanwhile, Futuka too kept an eye on her
without the knowledge of her mother, wary of
other suitors. But all that caution was useless.

One moonlit night, while they gazed
contentedly at their reflections in the water
mirror, a huge net covered them. In a swift
flutter, a few of them flew for their lives. But
almost half of the flock was caught in the net.

Two boats came and cast lights brighter
than the moon on them; men lifted them from
the water, tied them in pairs with ropes around
their feet, and left. Futuki’s group was taken.

The boat carrying Futuki and the others
hit the shores in the early hours of morning. It
was only in the delicate daylight that a frightened
Futuki saw that more than half of the flock was
lying in the boat with their feet tied. When the
net fell from the sky at night, she heard the death-
cries of her panic-stricken mates and thought
that the sky had collapsed on their heads. She
couldn’t figure out what was happening. No,
nothing like this had happened anywhere in her
journey so far from her native Siberia, although
she had rested in many places, nor had she ever
heard stories of this sort. In the light she also
noticed that some of her closest mates, of her
age, were missing, likely among the lucky ones
that flew away. She turned her head and
suddenly caught sight of her mother and Futuka.
With a startled quack, she called out. Yet, seeing
them filled her with a sense of courage.

After docking, men got them all
off the boat. When she was placed on
the ground, she fell right next to her
mother. She felt an urge to brush her
beak against her mother’s breast to feel
safe. But her feet were tied. So were her
mother’s. Quack-quack, she cried
aloud. Her mother gently touched her
head with her beak and said, ‘I have
told you beautiful things about my
native land, but never mentioned these
terrible animals of my homeland. They
are called humans. They are the most
violent and terrible creatures in the
world. Fly away at the first chance you
get...” Before she could finish, men
divided them into four groups and
hung them on their bicycles in pairs
and went around. There are many
reasons why you shouldn’t be afraid
to hang yourself on your bicycle.
Futuki, hanging upside down on
someone’s bicycle, did not see her
mother among her group. She was
probably in a separate one.

‘Look, look, Futuki— your playmates in the
sky,” someone exclaimed, and Futuki glanced
around with her downward tilted head. Across
the spinning bicycle wheel, hanging upside
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down, it was Futuka. Her heart pounded
with grief. Suddenly, she lifted her gaze
to the sky, spotting her playmates.
‘Dearest ones,” she shouted, ‘don’t linger
in this country a moment longer. This is
a dreadful place. Go back, my playmates,
and never return.’

The bicycle stopped in the yard of
a house. The doors of two small huts
opened and a woman and some children
came out. The man got Futuki and her
group off his bicycle and placed them in
the yard. The children surrounded them.
The woman counted them one by one—
thirty-three. ‘Leave two at home; the
children haven’t had meat in a long time,’
she said. The boy lifted Futuki and said,
‘Father, don’t sell her off; we will raise
her with the ducks.” The man growled,
‘If you keep three at home, how many
will I sell? You can’t trade them in the
market. I have to go door to door and sell
them secretly. Few will empty their purses
for a peddler’s stock! And I don’t know
when I'll catch ducks next. We must
manage with the money I make from
selling this lot for the month .” The
woman tied the birds in securely again
in pairs and gently put them in a sack.
They saved only one for the children, a
friend of Futuki’s mother. The man took
the sack and left on his bicycle.

Every time the man put his hand in
the sack he would pull out a couple of
Futuki’s friends to sell them. At one point,
the man pulled Futuki out with the one
tied to her. It was only then she realized
that the one tied to her was none other
than Futuka. A boy began bargaining
with the man weighing them both in his
hands. Softly squeezing Futuka as he
spoke, the boy said, ‘I will pay 100 rupees
for the bigger one, but you must give this

little one free. Otherwise, I'll complain to the boys
in our club.’

The man refused to give up a duck that he
had caught after much struggle and at the cost
of a whole night’s sleep. Fishing his mobile phone
from the pocket of his shorts the boy made a few
calls. Four or five young members of the eco-club
appeared in no time. They grabbed the man,
gave him a few slaps, and upturned the sack.
All the birds in the sack fell to the ground and
began to flutter.

The man tried to flee the spot leaving the
sack where it was. The boys didn’t let him go
and called at the nearest police station instead.
Before the police arrived, they stashed three pairs
of birds in someone’s backyard, tempted by the
prospect of a delectable dinner.

A police jeep arrived, and the man was
taken to the police station with his bicycle, sack
and the ducks.

The Officer in charge put the man in the
lock-up and, taking four ducks from the sack,
handed them to a constable and asked him to
take the police jeep to deliver two ducks to his
house and two to his father-in-law’s. The
constables who messed at the station barracks
took two ducks to their kitchen.

‘Sir, heard you caught good stuff?” The
Officer looked up. It was the local newspaper
correspondent.

‘Sit. What are you talking about?’
‘Wild ducks, I heard?”

“You people are always the first ones to
know!’

‘Poachers and Wild Ducks’ - the journalist
took a group photo of the Officer and the
constables, then kick-started his motorcycle and
left with a duck.
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The Officer repeatedly called the Forest
Department’s district office from the police
station’s landline. The phone kept ringing. No
one answered.

Three hundred rupees were found on the
detainee, tucked in the folds of his lungi. The
officer did not file the case, and decided to bide
his time for two more days. If a family member
came to claim the man, he would pocket the
sweetener, give him a slap or two, and release
him. With the remaining ducks the officers would
indulge in a feast to eat away their aches and
drown their sorrows right there at the station.

The next day, as the local newspaper
published the news, a team of TV journalists
arrived at the police station. Futuki’s group was
taken out of the sack again. Cameras flashed in
a blinding frenzy on the ducks and photographs
were taken. The journalists bombarded the
detainee with questions. For how long he had
been doing this, whether he was involved in
rhino poaching too, whether he had a gun, how
many members he had in his gang, and a
hundred and one other questions. The ducks
watched in amazement.

The Officer gave a thrilling account of the
leads he traced, the cunning and the tireless effort
he put into arresting the poacher and assured
before the camera that the whole gang would
be arrested soon. A constable loaded four plump
ducks into the journalists” van.

It was telecast as ‘breaking news” at prime
time. The news reader gave a full-throated
emphasis on the rampant poaching business, the
hidden nexus between the poachers and the
forest department, and the failure of the Forest
Minister.

Watching the news, the officer could hear
his long-cherished dream of promotion knocking
on the door. Just then, the phone on his desk
rang, ‘Hello, O-C speaking.’
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‘T am the Forest Minister’s PA, said
the one on the other end.

‘Oh, sir, how can I help you.’

After the conversation ended, the
officer put down the phone and shouted,
‘Bora! Bora! ’

A constable came running— ‘Yes,
Sir?’

‘What's the status of the birds?’

‘Sir, the feathers have been plucked —
it will be ready in half an hour, sir.”

‘Nonsense —I'm talking about the
ones alive.’

‘Sir, there are two more in the sack.
We are only six people. Two should be
good enough. Shall I pluck the other two
as well, sir?’

“You idiot - we'll both lose our jobs if
the remaining ones lose a feather! Bring
them here. The minister wants them, the
forest minister himself!

‘Sir, I'm bringing them right away.’
‘Did you give something to eat?’

‘Whom? I gave the man tea and a bun
in the morning, sir.”

‘Go to hell with your man! I mean,
did you give the two ducks anything to eat?
Weren’t they brought in yesterday
morning?’

‘Nothing, Sir —will rice grains do?’

‘Rice, you fool —get them pizzas and
burgers if needed. If those two die, our jobs
are gone.’

Futuka and Futuki came out of the
sack again. The last two survivors of the
lot. The entire police station buzzed with



activity around them. They offered rice, chira,
muri, and expensive biscuits —but Futuki and
Futukai refused to eat, lying with their heads
bowed to the ground. The Officer was at his wit’s
end.

Meanwhile, the detainee’s wife brought
him some rice. Seeing the helplessness of the
Officer in feeding the ducks she came forward
and told him about duck feed. The Officer sent
the woman home in the police jeep and the
constable brought some broken snails from the
man’s house and gave them to the ducks.

Futuka urged Futuki to eat. She refused.
She missed her mother and began to cry. Futuka
was very hungry. He ate some snails and got
back on his feet.

Futuka and Futuki were taken to the Forest
Minister’s residence in a special vehicle. The
minister’s PA untied their legs and handed
Futuka to the kitchen staff. Futuki’s feet were
tied again.

The lawn of the Forest Minister’s residence
was crowded with journalists from all
government and private news channels and
newspapers. Many animals and birds had been
killed by poachers in the state recently. The media
had given so much publicity to the issue that the
Forest Minister was embarrassed in the assembly.
The forest department failed to catch any
poachers. As an act of redemption, the Forest
Minister was going to set free the rare migratory
bird, the spotted duck, rescued from the hands
of poachers; all cameras focused on the Forest
Minister’s residence today to capture this
moment in their cameras.

Futuki, her feet tied, was brought out in a
beautiful basket with a cotton-soft bed. After two
days in confinement, she could see the open sky
of this country. When she arrived with her
mother, she thought that just as her mother had

brought her to her homeland, she would one day
take her own children, born in this country, back
to Siberia to show them her homeland. But now
she could see no one by her side—her mother,
her friends, Futuka, no one.

Here was the open sky — the sky that gives
everyone a place in its heart even if others don’t.
Her mother’s last words — fly into the open sky
at the first chance you get.

The minister untied her legs. But Futuki
could not feel her feet, bound as they had been
for two days straight. They were numb.

The minister released her. But Futuki didn’t
move. He gave her a gentle nudge. No—she
couldn’t move with that body that hadn’t eaten
a single grain for days, let alone take flight.

The TV cameras were rolling.
‘Sir — make the bird fly.

The minister grabbed the duck by its wings
and thrust it towards the sky. The bird struggled,
her wings flapping weakly. The camera flashes
flickered and the bird plummeted to the ground
with a thud. The sky couldn’t hold her in its wide
embrace. After a feeble flutter, the bird drew her
last breath.

The prime time news showed the minister
releasing the bird into the sky on repeat. With
the help of technology the scene was edited to
make it seem as though thousands of birds were
flying into the sky from the Minister’s hands.

The minister’s promise to give exemplary
punishment to the poacher in the lock-up made
the headlines and flashed on tv screens all day.

At night, during the drinking spree, the
Forest Minister quipped that wild ducks were
far tastier than local chicken.

Translated from the Assamese by Anindita Kar
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State of Mind

Ml Stacie Kropi
B.A 5th Semester

I see my state of mind shift with time,
Chaning with each phase of life's climb
When I was five, I followed the crowd,
Voiceless and quiet, never thinking aloud.

I did what I was told, no dream of my own,

Just a shadow of others, all alone.

Easily swayed by what others did,

My mind would change with every new bid.
Atnine, I couldn't tell my mom what I liked,
Fearful her response would cause me to hide.
I stayed silent, my voice tucked away,

Too scared to speak, too afraid to sway.

I'd lose track of time, thoughts scatterd wide,

Coming home from school with doubts inside.

As if a dark temptation had me in its claws.

By thi I ith 1 . .
y thirteen, 'd argue with no clear Cause, Ilooked in the mirror and questioned why,

Blaming myself, wishing I could just fly.

At sixteen, I started learning about life,
Crying every night under the moonlight.
To escape the pain, I had to let it out,
Learning to live through fear and doubt.
I hid my ego to protect my tomorrow,

Held back tears, swallowing sorrow.

At nineteen, my dreams soar high,

I finally understood what life is like
Experience taught me the strength of mind,
Fearless in facing what's next to come.
Now I see a path, clear and bright,

Armed by hope and boudless light.
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Silent Star

» Suntara Bordoloi
B.A 3" Semester

I wished upon a star, so soft so bright,

To calm my soul in my lonely quiet night,

Yet clouds would its gentle, soothing gleam,
A distant hope, forever a dream.

I wandered through the dusk, the sky so vast,
in search of peace, a moment meant to last.

But shadows kept hiding you from me,

The star I sought stayed hidden through the trees.

Each night I waited, yearning for you to glow,
To touch my heart, to let the silence flow

but still it slipped beyond my longing gaze,
Lost in the dark, a light I couldn't praise.
though never seen, you live within my core,

A star unseen, yet cherished ever more.

Petals of hope

» Hanalisa Engtipi
B.A 3" Semester

In the garden of dreams, a flower blooms
Petals of hope, in a world of glooms
Hope is a flame, that shines bright

It guides us through the darkest night

In the garden of despair, the flowers flourish
A colourful pattern, of hopes revive
Each petal a promise, of days to cherish

a gentle reminder, for us to feel alive

So let these petals of hope unfold
A symbol of love, that never grows old
Their beauty is a gift, a treasure untold

A petal of hope, that use always hope.
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Echoes of loneliness

» Gracy Sangma
B.A 3" Semester

Rain lashes down, like tears from above,
A Somber Symphony, a melancholy leave,
The darkness shrouds, like a mournful veil,

As wind howls through, with a haunting gale.

In this tempestuous night, I stand alone,

A solitary figure lost, without a home,

The rain-soaked streets, a desolate sight,
Echoing my heart, in all its plight.

The wind whispers scents, of a distant past,
Memories long forgotten, forever to last,
The rain drums on, a relentless beat,

A lonely serenade, my heart skips

a repeat.

In this dark, rain-drenched night in search,

For a gentle touch, a loving embrace to watch,

But like the wind, love seems to free,

Leaving me, in this cold, dark sea.

Yet, in this stormy night, I find a friend,
The rain, the wind, my loneliness

it mend.

For in their wild, mournful

Sights,

I hear an echo, of my own lonely cries.

Oversized

» Anindita Kar
Assistant Professor, Department of English

My love for you

is like

the knitted sweater you wear.
Both Oversized.

None quite made for you.
Beautiful in isolation,

out of place on you.

Hope you still may

that the sweater would shrink
with a wash;

never hope that you can
tailor my love

to slimfit you.
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When Day Becomes Night

Lets change it!

» Ashtha Neog
B.A 5th Semester

In a world where beauty is defined by shallow

standards,

Women are objectified and marginalised in all lands.

The patriarchy looms large and strong,

An unjust system where they don't belong.
From the earliest days of youth,

They are taught to be small,

To stay quiet, to obey, to never question at all.
When they speak out against the wrong,

They are silenced with a cruel, harsh song,
They are often bound in chains,

Abused, mistreated and oppressed,

Their cries for help get oft suppressed.

When day becomes night, and shadows reign
For women, safety is a fragile refrain

Those streets, once filled with laughter and light,
Now whisper tales of danger and fright

The world becomes a stage, where predators room
freely,

Preying on the weakest.

The fear of being alone is so real,

The threat of harm, so hard to conceal.
The night, a time and peace,

becomes a time to heal and rease.
From physical abuse to verbal assault
They are made to feel at fault,

For the actions of their abusers

who hide behind society's excuses.
For centuries they've fought for rights

To be seen as equal in other's sights
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Yet they face discrimination,

Their voices drowned out by male dominance.

Women are rising, strong and brave
Refusing to be treated as slaves,
They march for justice, they speak their minds.
With every step they take, they make history.
Breaking down the barriers, erasing the mystery
So, let us support these brave women,
Let us stand with them, shoulder to shoulder,
Let us dismantle the patriarchy, brick by brick,
Let us be the change we wish to see,
Let us create a world where all are free;
"from abuse, from violence, from discrimination"
Let us raise our voices,
Let us create a new world,

'A World that is HUMAN'



My pretty Grandmother

In the loving memory of my Grandma

Ml Nafija Rahman
B.A 5th Semester

Losing you was difficult
Learning to live without you this year
Has been even more harder

I still feel your presence in your absence,

I feel your touch in my head.
When I bow down to grandpa,
To take his blessings

Before going to the examinations,
I feel your blessings on my head;
I sense your voice calling me

For dialing a number in your small keypad phone;
I see you sitting on the bed,
Running your fingers through
The religious chaplet of beads;

I see you sitting in the chair

. Unseen, unheard and unfelt,
In the evening

. .. But yet a sence of presence around us.
And reading a spiritual book; y p

I feel your presence, While I read Death has taken you away from us

The holy book, praying for you But yet not so away that

And my beloveds. We can't feel your presence.

I know you are here, here with us, We do, we do feel it every day,
Every minute, every second
In every special occassion,
You are being remembered
And cherished.

Your presence is something
That is immortal in our hearts
Forever;

My pretty Grandma. . .
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A poet

»l Partha Pratim Deka
B.A 3rd Semester

Tell me, dear sky,

for how long have you been boling up the clouds
of emotions

behind the curtain

of your dense pink canopy,

that you burst so recklessly today?
Tell me, dear sky,

for how long have you been told to
Shut your mouth and suffer in silence,
that today the stitches tore apart

and you roared in agony?

|

Lunch Bag

» Klirni Terangpi
Assistant Professor, Department of English

I ought to have rights

What in my bag goes

For lunch I mean.

But sometimes it manages to irk
Even the most liberal minds,

Or at least they claim to be!

A wrinkle of their nose,

A subtle shift in the way they regard me,

Their words proclaim, "Ah, diversity?"

But in their thoughts, a silent struggle may brew.

Uniformity; sure it is nice
But it stifles, it does, it does.

I ought to have rights,
To do what I want.

I ought to, I ought to,
But you have rights too,
What to do!
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Report of the
General Secretary

I take a great pleasure in presenting my Secretarial Report on the achievement and activities of
the Jagirod College Students Union of the academic session of 2023-2024. First of all , I would like to
express my gratitude to the almighty God for his guidance and countless blessing throughout the session
of 2023-2024. I am really fortunate that I was the General Secretary of a NAAC A+ Grade College
which is truly a rewarding matter for me. The year 2023-2024 was marked for me with beautiful events
and success stories.

College life is a whirlwind of academic pursuits, social interactions, and personal growth. As the
General Secretary of the Students Union of our esteemed institution, I’ve had the privilege of witnessing
this vibrant tapestry unfold firsthand. My deepest gratitude goes to our respected Principal Sir Dr.
Bhaben Ch. Neog who guided me during my entire tenure with all his affection and care. I also feel
very fortunate to have my teacher in-charges Mr. Hrishikesh Kalita Sir and Dr. Gopi Adhikari sir for
their untiring help and support and advice without which the activities of Student Union would not bear
fruits.

My role was multifaceted, encompassing a diverse range of responsibilities. From organizing
engaging events and representing student concerns to fostering a sense of community and ensuring
smooth administrative processes, every day brings new challenges and opportunities. Every day was a
learning experience for me during this year. This will certainly help me in shaping my future. I have
learnt a lot from the College more particularly from the Principal Neog Sir who loves us and guide us
throughout the days spent. One of the most rewarding aspects of this position has been the chance to
directly interacting with the Principal Sir on different occasions for the greater causes of contributions
to the student communities. Whether it’s planning a thrilling cultural festival, college week and organizing
insightful workshops, or simply lending an ear to a fellow student’s concerns. I strive to create a positive
and enriching environment for everyone.

My heartfelt thanks also goes to my fellow students for their patience, support and valuable co-
operations of the student union leaders. And I convey my sincere appreciation to the Principal sir, my
Teachers and Office Staff for their kind guidance, support and advices. I beg my sincere apology for
the mistakes, if done, to anybody unknowingly.

God Bless my beloved College forever. I also seek blessings from one and all for further growth
of my career.

Pranjal Marang

General Secretary,

Jagiroad College Students Union,
2023-24 Session
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My Journey as
Assistant General Secretary
at Jagiroad College

During the academic year 2023-2024, I had the privilege of serving as the Assistant General
Secretary of Jagiroad College Students Union. This role not only allowed me to develop my
leadership skills but also presented me with unique opportunities that enriched my college
experience. From the very beginning, I was fortunate to have the unwavering support received
from our respected Principal, who recognized my potential and encouraged me to take on
responsibilities beyond my official title. Sir’s belief in my abilities often meant that I stepped into
the role of General Secretary, especially during critical times. I am deply honoured to have Mr.
Hrishikesh Kalita Sir and Dr. Gopi Adhikari sir as my teacher in-charges and I am always remain
grateful for their untiring help and support and advices to me during the entire period.

One significant moment came during the 2024 Freshers’ event when the General Secretary
was unable to attend due to his illness. I was called upon to lead the event, and it was an experience
that tested my skills and boosted my confidence. It was both exhilarating and challenging to take
charge, but I was determined to ensure that the event went smoothly. What made this experience
even more special was when our Principal Sir publicly acknowledged my contributions in front of
our guests, including the esteemed singer Priyanka Bharali Baidew. He stated, Nitamoni Sukai is
working as both the General Secretary and Assistant General Secretary of our college.

Hearing these words filled me with pride and reinforced my commitment to my
responsibilities. It meant a lot to me to be recognized in such a manner, and it motivated me to
work even harder. Throughout the year, I learned the importance of teamwork, communication,
and resilience. I collaborated with fellow students to organize events, address concerns, and
foster a sense of community within the college. Each challenge we faced was a chance to grow
and learn, and I embraced every opportunity to improve myself.

Ilove my College and so also my fellow student friends. God bless all of us with his divine
power. I pray the almighty for the further growth of the College in the coming days

Thank you one all members of this great institution.
Long live Jagiroad College
Long live JCSU

Nitamoni Sukai

Assistant General Secretary
Jagiroad College Students Union,
2023-24 Session
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Jintu Kathar

Bhakta Patar, HS 1st Year

I Q0 || TMETE TR SNCAGT] Ph 2029-2038 I






ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT
" JAGIROAD COLLEGE

CULTUvBJg}-@%%Y%OEZT - " v iiw:-mmm{fﬂmﬁm-www ’;

wieRlo (OE L




8¢ o
i W@Ti QOQSQ







NenzlieachingRStaffivithiRincipal

¥ Y omrT

b
B o o
N

A >




ﬁ”?'ri_zﬁ!"r

Printed at : Shri Ganesh Printers, Noonmati, Guwahati-781020
Phone : 9707010889, 9101164461




