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MESSAGE

It gives me oot plasiure W leam 2t Jegu oad Cellene | Autobocicut | it
pohlishing its svmial mapicine “JCTAN" Gor the 200408 asson. A n NAAT
At prwle inettpten, the <ol oontr oo o st e stendards Gor aosdemic smid
creative eacellenie m our state. This magarine serves 23 3 vital plitfem for
seadents w0 showgase Lo imtellectual depth and artistc 2lems,

A oullege muagsoring is mione Do jusd o oollaswe ol arisles, i b oo vibran
chevmicle of the =clloctus] gosth, crestsve apir: s vollocive achimemonts
of the shudend community. [ sodins rapedly evelving werkd, edociton must
cusoend the boundanes of tenthooks. U youth e the anchoects of a
developed Asiien cad placfanvs Lke “JUTANT play @ cfucial dok I dartunng
ertuwn] thenkimg o' o feapraseese | oommered e Gagieond Codleoe Stikemt
Unian and the editoral tesm for their ofTams o docoementing the vibeant Lo of
e cockege. | hope this publicaton =spures the sodents to cxpress themselves
baldly and prepares them lof the respoosibil 2us of tue future.

1 entomd =y wiemot cumg stulstions o e Gually, sed the sadomo on this
cocaion. My best wishes 20 o o the mtre colepe Irtemin for e soooesful
publication of tus editon of “JULAN'. May = be 2 soncoe of pride and wmspiration
far yoars W oo

o
(Pjents Hiararika)
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Message from the IQAC Coordinator

The freemal Quuality Assaprenioe Cell BOAC) of dow oelloge Fanctioes a3 2 drving
faeve Sor erourmyg quality enbancemen: and conczuogs impeonetent i a2 rdomic 1nd
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thodeloges W prepe s buoes e lipler @i, compelatin: Svametong, nd
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ezocuragng bolistic developmem bevoad the casroom.] snierely aoprecisie ihe
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Message from a Faculty Adviser
(English Section)

Education is often measured by grades, credits, and certificates. But as | sat down to
curate the pages of this year’'s magazine, | was reminded of a deeper truth ; the truest sign
of agood education istheflourishing of creativity. Knowledgetellsuswhat iswhile creativity
imagines what could be. When a student finds the courage to share a poem, or a teacher
takesthetimeto pen areflection, they are doing morethan filling pages. They are demonstrating
that our institution has succeeded in its highest calling - fostering an environment where the
mind isfreeto explore, play, and express.

Being apart of thisyear’s editorial team has been an honor | don’t take lightly. Itisa
rare privilege to be a custodian of so many voices and to witnhessthe “ahal” moments of our
campus community captured in print.

| offer my sincere gratitudeto all our contributors for trusting us with your work. You
haveturned acollection of papersinto aliving, breathing testament to our collectiveintellect
and spirit.

Asyou flip through these pages, | hopeyou feel the same pulse of inspiration that | felt
while putting them together. May we never stop creating, for itisin our creation that wetruly
find ourselves.

e
o

=
-'--_:.:?,{l._'. sl

7 +
J -
[ ::-'i.r]ll,.“

(Dr. Klirni Terar;gpi)
Faculty Adviser, JCian
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English Section

Articles

Why We See Colours: The Chemistry Behind
Pigmentsand Dyes "W Dr. ChiranjitaGoswami/157
Book Vs. Kindle: The Surprising Winner for Your
Brain M Dr. Gitumoni Rajbongshi/159

Tourism Development in North East India: The Role
of Marketing and Government Initiatives

" SangeetaDeka/161

Balancing Mental Health and Academics

» SnehaDey/163

Jagiroad College: Past, Present and Vision for the
Future » Roshan Khatun /165

Movie Review : The Boy in the Sriped Pyjamas
" shaBalmiki /166

For All Women and Girls: Rights, Equality and
Empowerment M RitomKr. Patar /167

Whenthe Heart Creates W Sristi Bhowmick /169

Poetry

Breathing Through theAir of Life

M NafijaRahman/170

The Wonder Beyond the Night

W MadhusmitaMedhi/170

OdetoAssam M Geetanjai Boro/171

Hostel and the Home M Sermelin Beypi/171
TheWeight of Unseen Stars W ParismitaDevi /172

Translation

Toadstool M AninditaKar/173

Anecdotes

The Great WhatsApp Birthday Blunder : A Case
Study in Nephewly Diplomacy

" Dr Sangeeta Sarmal/179

My Experience asaHostel Prefect

"W Hanalisa Engtipi/180

Flash Fiction
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Bob Dylanisalegendary figurewho reshaped modern music by turning songsinto
literature and rebellion into poetry. With his unmistakable voice and razor-sharp lyrics he
challenged politics, love, faith, and identity, refusing tofit into any singlegenreor
expectation. Fromfolk to rock to blues, Dylan constantly reinvented himsdlf, influencing
generationsof artistsand thinkersa ong theway. Awarded the Nobel Prizein Literature,
he standsnot just asamusician, but asacultural forcewho proved that words, when
fearless, can changetheworld.

Chinmoy Dutta Patar,
Ex Student, Deptt. of Zoology



Why We See Colours. The Chemistry

Behind Pigmentsand Dyes

M Dr. Chiranjita Goswami
Assistant Professor, Department of Chemistry

We often imagine our livesto
befull of colours-seenin the clothes
we wear, the food we eat, the things
we buy, and the flowers we grow.
But have we ever stopped to wonder
what lies behind these beautiful
colours? Some of us might have
sought answersto thewhat, why, and
how behind the phenomenon of
colour scattering. However, they are
quite rare. Colour is everywhere -
splashed across fabrics, scattered in
sunsets, glowing in neon signs and
blooming in flowers. Yet for al its
beauty, colour is not a property of
objects themselves; rather, it is a
fascinating interaction between light,
molecules, and human perception.
Chemistry lies at the center of this
vibrant interplay. Visible light is a
narrow band of the electromagnetic
spectrum, ranging from
approximately 400-700 nm. When
white light strikes an object, certain
wavelengths are absorbed while
others are reflected or transmitted.
Thewavelengthsthat reach our eyes
determinethe colour we perceive. For
instance, a red shirt appears red
because it reflects red wavelengths

(~620-750 nm) while absorbing others. Similarly, the
green colour of leavesis observed dueto thereflection
of greenlight (~495-570 nm) by the pigment chlorophyll
and the blue colour of the sky is due to scattering of
the shorter blue wavelengths by air molecules more
effectively - a phenomenon known as Rayleigh
scattering. Thus, colour is the result of both the
interaction of light with matter and the ability of our
eyes to detect specific wavelengths using cone cells.
Chemicaly, colour arisesfrom specia structural features
within molecules known as chromophores. These are
groups of atoms contai ning alternating single and double
bonds-also called aconjugated system. When light hits
the molecule, electrons in this system absorb specific
energiesand jump to higher orbitals. The exact energy
gap between the ground and excited state determines
which wavelength is absorbed. For example, a
compound absorbing violet or blue light will appear
yellow or orange, the complementary colour. A molecule
that absorbs green light appearsin magenta. The greater
the conjugation (more double bonds linked together),
the longer the wavel ength absorbed, often shifting the
colour toward thered end of the spectrum. Well-known
chromophoresinclude azo groups (-N=N-), quinones,
anthocyanins, and porphyrins. Humans have used dyes
for thousands of years, long before the principles of
chemistry were fully understood. Some of the most
well-known natural dyes include: indigo (deep blue,
extracted from Indigofera tinctoria), henna (reddish-
brown), from the leaves of Lawsoniainermis), carmine
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(crimson, derived from cochineal insects), turmeric dye
containing curcumin, producing bright yellow. These
dyes contain naturally occurring chromophores
responsiblefor their vibrant colours. Although they are
biodegradable and environmentally friendly, natural dyes
often suffer from limited stability, inconsistent shades,
and have atendency tofade. Colour fadingisachemical
process. Sunlight, especialy ultraviolet (UV) radiation,
carries enough energy to break down chromophores.
Thisiswhy synthetic coloursarewiddy usedin clathing,
paints, plastics, and inks.

Synthetic dyes often incorporate stabilizing
groups to resist fading, while pigments being solid
particlestend to be more durable. A major turning point
camein 1856, when 18-year-old chemist William Henry
Perkin accidentally synthesized mauveine, the first
synthetic dye, while attempting to create quinine. This
discovery sparked atransformationintextile, paint, and
ink industries. Synthetic dyes are engineered for their
greater brightness, lower cost, vast colour variety and
chemical stability. They often feature aromatic rings
and highly conjugated structuresthat resist breakdown,
even under sunlight or repeated washing. Today,
synthetic dyes dominate industries such as textiles,
pharmaceuticals, plastics, cosmetics, food, and printing.

Not all colours come from pigments or dyes. Nature
also produces colour in a different way through
microscopic structures rather than chemical pigments.
The shimmering colours of butterfly wings and peacock
feathers arise from tiny patterns that reflect light in
unique ways. Scientists are now using these natural
designsto develop new, environmentally friendly colour
technologieswithout harmful chemicals. These colours
emerge from interference, diffraction, and scattering,
where tiny structures manipulate light waves. This
structural colour can shift depending on viewing angle,
creating iridescence. Researchers today are exploring
structural coloration for eco-friendly paints and long-
lasting displays.

Thus, the chemistry of colour connects science
with everyday life. From everyday objects to natural
wonders, colour is a complex interplay of physics,
chemistry, and biology. Chromophores, pigments, dyes,
and structural patternsall contribute to the tapestry of
huesthat enrich our lives. Understanding the chemistry
behind colour not only deepens our appreciation of the
world but also drivesinnovationsin textiles, sustainable
materials, display technologies, and art. Every vibrant
object around us like our clothes, our garden, our
smartphone screen tells afascinating chemical story.
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Book Vs. Kindle: The Surprising

Winne for Your Brain

»w Dr. Gitumoni Rajbongshi

Assistant Professor, Department of Economics

Reading books is crucial for
mental exercise, boosting brain power,
knowledge, vocabulary, and critical
thinking whilereducing stress, improving
focus, memory, and empathy, and
fostering imagination and better
communication skills, offering deep
personal and intellectual growth. Apart
from improving academic excellence, it
aso builds vast knowledge on severa
fields, |eading to generation of new and
innovativeideas, improving knowledge
on cultures, and perspectives,
enhancing understanding of the world
and life success.

Book reading is very crucial for
brain stimulation asit actslike a“full-
body workout,” improving memory
power, increasing focus and even

reduction of stress. Creating new pathways, and
strengthening language skills, making the brain more
agileand adaptable. Reading booksincreasesfocusand
concentration by sustaining attention, strengthensneural
pathways in the attention centers, improves memory,
and reduces mental clutter (like stress/digital
distractions), further leading to better focus in life.
Mental workout through incul cating reading keepsmind
sharp and enhances critical thinking and cognitive
functions. Apart from many additional benefits of
reading, it is also pertinent for vocabulary growth
because it exposes to diverse complex words within
meaningful contexts (stories, information), assistingin
learning new terms, understand their nuances, improving
grammar, and boosting overall communication skills,
making words easier to remember and use effectively.

A Kindle on the other hand isAmazon’s service
dedicated for e-readers. It has been designed for
wireless browsing which can be bought online and can
be downloaded for reading. Also, it consists of
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audiobookson apaper-like screen, offering adistraction-
free, portablelibrary with featureslike adjustablefonts,
glare-free reading, with long battery life, focusing on
efficient reading and access to vast library without
physical books.

It has been found that readers consistently
perform better on comprehension tests when reading
from paper or books as compared to reading from
screens. Thedifferenceisparticularly pronounced with
longer, more complex texts where readers need to
maintain narrative threads, understand complex
arguments, or recall specific details. Reading through
kindle exposesreadersto digital environmentsthereby
encouraging skimming, rapid consumption, and
multitasking, which further fragments attention.

Book reading provides fixed physical page
location and weight that help the brain build a“ mental
map” of the text. Kindle on the other hand, lacks
physical topography leading to endless scrolling. In
addition, books provide a finite, distraction free

landscape, facilitating full focusrather than distraction.
In context to mental and visual fatigue is concerned,
reading physical books can be stress relieving as
reflective lights are less. On the other hand, Kindle
comes with screen glare and flickers with reflective
lightsthereby causing eye strain and mental fatigue.

Choosing the Right Tool

Ultimately what isimportant isthat reading should
take place, irrespective of the mode of reading. One of
the most powerful ways to blend two types of formats
is to connect digital reading with analog note-taking.
Beyond adjusting on how onereads, moreimportantis
the purpose of reading. One who is interested for
reading for academic and deep comprehension, one can
opt for book reading or combining both the modes of
reading. If oneisinterested for reading it for pleasure
reading, one can opt for kindle for immersive fiction.
Whereas, for convenience reading, then reading on
phones/books/Kindle could be opted.
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Tourism Development in North East India
TheRoleof Marketing and Government

Initiatives
[
L
w Sangeeta Deka, Faculty
Commerce Stream

North East India, oftenreferred
to as the paradise of eastern India, is
oneof themost naturally and culturaly
richregionsof the country. Comprising
states such as Assam, Arunachal
Pradesh, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Mizoram, Nagaland, Tripura, and
Sikkim, the region is blessed with
majestic hills and mountains, rivers,
waterfalls, forests, wildlife, and a
vibrant mix of ethnic traditions and
cultures. Despite such immense
potential, North East Indiaremainsone
of theleast visited regionsin India, and
tourism has not developed to its
expected level. Thishighlightstheneed
for focused government initiativesand
effective marketing strategies to
unlock the region’ stourism potential .

Tourism is one of the fastest-
growing industries worldwide and
plays a crucial role in generating
employment, income, and overall
economic development. I nthe context
of North East India, tourism can act
as a strategic tool for regional
development by improving livelihoods,
promoting cultural exchange, and
generating revenue. However, factors

such asinadequate infrastructure, limited accessibility,
safety concerns, lack of awareness, and weak
promotion have restricted the growth of tourisminthe
region. Addressing these challenges requires
coordinated efforts from government bodies, private
stakeholders, and local communities.

The government has undertaken several
measuresto promote tourism in North East India. One
important focus area has been rural tourism through
homestay schemes, which encourage tourists to
experience local culture while creating employment
opportunitiesfor local residents. Suchinitiativeshelpin
inclusive development by directly involving local
communities and supporting educated unemployed
youth. Infrastructure development has also been
emphasi zed to improvetransportation, accommodation,
and basic amenities, which are essential for enhancing
tourist satisfaction and repeat visits.

Promotion and marketing form the backbone of
tourism development. Various promotional activities
such asroadshows, participationin travel fairs, and the
distribution of tourism-related publications have been
adopted to increase visibility of the region. Festivals
and events have emerged as powerful toolsfor attracting
tourists and showcasing the cultural richness of the
North East. Religious festivals, cultural celebrations,
music festivals, wildlife and eco-tourism events, and
traditional fairs provide tourists with immersive
experiences while preserving local heritage and
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traditions. These festivals also generate seasonal
employment and stimulate local economies.

Branding has become an essential marketing
strategy in tourism. Destination branding helps
differentiate one location from another and creates a
strong identity intheminds of tourists. Assam’sbranding
as “Awesome Assam” is an example of how a
destination can project itsunique natural beauty, wildlife,
teaheritage, and river systemsthrough asingle unified
image. Effective branding not only attractstourists but
also buildslong-term recognition and trust.

In addition to state-level efforts, central
government initiatives have focused on theme-based
tourism, pilgrimage tourism, and the development of
iconic tourist sites. Awareness campaigns, digital
promotions, and participation in national and
international tourism platforms have helped position
North East India as an emerging destination. Online
platforms and social media have become increasingly
important, as they allow tourism providersto reach a
wider audience at a lower cost. Among various
promotional tools, digital media has proven to be the
most effectiveininfluencing tourist decisions.

Degspite these efforts, several challenges remain.
Lack of coordination among states, bureaucratic rigidity,
and uneven development across destinations limit the
overall impact of tourisminitiatives. Touristsoften view
North East India as a single destination rather than
individua states, making inter-state cooperation essentid.
Improving infrastructure, ensuring safety, adopting
modern marketing techniques, and granting greater

autonomy to tourism devel opment bodies
can significantly enhance tourism growth.

In conclusion, North East India
holdsimmense untapped tourism potential.
While government initiatives and
marketing strategies have laid a strong
foundation, sustained and coordinated
efforts are necessary to achieve long-
term growth. With improved infrast-
ructure, effective branding, innovative
marketing, and community participation,
tourism can become a powerful driver of
economic development and social
transformation in the region while
preserving its unique natural and cultural
heritage.
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BALANCING
Mental Health gnd Academics

M Sneha Dey, Faculty
Commerce Stream

Academic success is often
associated with high stress and
pressure levels, which can be
overwhelming and affect students
performance. The desireto perform
well can lead individuals to neglect
their own needs; a setting that can
lead to exhaustion, unfulfilled tasks,
and eventually a major breakdown.
Striking a balance between
maintaining mental health and
meeting academic obligations is
crucial. Thispsychologica well-being
concept is generally defined as the
balance between the individual’s
inner resources and life demands,
which can encompass any
“perceived or anticipated pressures’.

Mental health, wellness, and
sickness comprise fundamental
concepts integral to student well-
being. Mental health denotes the
cognitive, emotional, and social
facets of psychologica wellnessand
comprises the capacity to engagein
productive life tasks while adapting
to change, coping with stress,
reasoning objectively about self and
others, and maintaining wellbeing.
Mental health anomalies, or mental

disorders, refer to disturbances in thought processes,
emotional controls, or social behaviour lowering an
individual’s capacity to meet normal life tasks.

Students contend with multifaceted pressures of
academic inquiry, vocational preparation, and social
attainment. Students also face pressure to calibrate
activity and evaluation in significant personal domains.
Pressured individual stypically experience heightened
anticipation, self-awareness, and scrutiny from
themselves and others.

When wetalk about the struggleto stay afloat in
college, we aren’'t just talking about a busy schedule;
we are talking about a heavy weight that changes how
we think and feel every day. For many students, the
pressure to succeed acts like a constant background
noise that never shuts off. It starts small, perhaps as a
bit of lost sleep or askipped meal to finish an essay, but
it eventually turns into a deep exhaustion that coffee
can’t fix. This academic stress hits our brains first,
making it harder to remember what we' ve read or to
focus during alecture. It is a frustrating cycle where
the harder we try to push through the tiredness, the
slower our minds actually work.

This constant stress also changes our
personalities and how we interact with the world. A
student who used to love their subject might start to
feel asense of dread every time they open their laptop.
Thisis because when we are overwhelmed, our brains
switch into “survival mode,” where we are just trying
to get through the day rather than actually enjoying our
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lives. We might start pulling away from friends or
stopping the hobbiesthat used to make us happy, thinking
wedon't havethetime. Thisisolation makesthe problem
worse, as we lose the very people and activities that
usually help usrecharge.

Ultimately, the biggest effect is on a student’s
confidence. It’s easy to start believing that your grades
define who you are, leading to a feeling that you are
“never doing enough” even when you are working
yourself to exhaustion. Thismindset doesn’t just make
college harder; it makesit feel impossibleto enjoy. By
understanding that these feelings are a reaction to an
unbalanced lifestyle—rather than a personal failure—
students can start to take the small, necessary stepsto
put their well-being first. After all, adegreeismeant to
build a future, not to tear down the person who is
working so hard to earn it.

Thereare many strategiesfor maintaining mental
health while studying. Effective time management isa
fundamental aspect of mental well-being for pupils,
students, and employees universally, regardless of
educationa accompaniment. A fundamental error made
when dealing with time is omitting to plan for
contingencies, such asminor interruptions, unforeseen
emails, and soforth. An dterationin study habitsenables
a hierarchy of priorities to develop, assisting in
designating methodol ogy to be employed on any study
material presented to the individual. An example of
priority designation that assignswork into four quadrants
of urgency and importance can be found in materials
concerning urgent/important matrices commonly

distributed. Such strategies alert the individual to
impending deadlinesand aid immensely in dividing any
remaining workload appropriately acrossthe available
time.

Another important is adequate sleep, abalanced
diet, and regular exercise hel p sustain cognitivefunction,
enhanceresilienceto challenges, and mitigate potential
declines in mental well-being. Insufficient leep is a
common issue among post-secondary students. It
hampers memory consolidation, impairs the encoding
of new information, undermines motivation, diminishes
sustained attention, and prolongstask completion time,
compromising academic performance. A diet favouring
fibre-rich, low-fat foods aids memory retention and
attention, whereas a higher intake of calorie-dense,
sugary foods is linked to depressive symptoms and
memory difficulties. Additionally, inactivity and low
aerobic fitness correlate with poor cognitive
performance and slower information-processing
speeds. In contrast, engaging in any level of physical
activity promotes neurogenesisand angiogenesisinthe
hippocampus, facilitating teaching, learning, and the
formation of memories essential for study.

Books can shape knowledge, but mental health
shapesthelearner. Without mental well-being, academic
pressure can become overwhel ming.Successisnot just
about high grades but about ahealthy mind behind those
grades. True academic success begins with a healthy
mind. When mental health isvalued alongside studies,
students can perform better, stay motivated, and livea
happier, more balanced life.
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Jagiroad College:
Visonfor the

Past, Present and
—uture

L]

M Roshan K hatun
HSI Year Arts

Jagiroad College, established in 1979,
is one of the most respected educational
ingtitutions in Assam. In its early days, the
college started with only afew classrooms,
limited subjects, and a small number of
students. Thefacilitieswere simple, but the
dedication of theteachersand theenthusiasm
of the students made it a place full of life
and learning.

Over theyears, the college hasgrown
into awel l-known center of higher education.
Today, it offers awide range of subjectsin
Arts, Science, and Commerce. It hasmodern
facilitieslikelibrary, laboratories, computer
centre, and sportsground. The greenery and
peaceful environment of the campus make
it an ideal place for study. Recently, the
college has also been honoured with
Autonomous Status, which showsits quality
and high standard of education.

One of the most important parts of our
college is the Student Union. It plays a big
rolein representing the voice of studentsand

You are entering in

- | T
KNOWLEDGE CAMPUS SHTITHH
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activities. The Student Union hasdedicated leaderslike
the President, General Secretary (GS), and Assistant
Genera Secretary (AGS) etc., who work together to
maintain unity, discipline, and ahealthy environmentin
the college. Their efforts make student life more active
and vibrant.

“Manzl unhi ko milti hai

Jinke sapno me jaan hoti hai,

Sirf pankh hone se kuchh nahi

Hoslon se udaan hoti hai.”

Inthefuture, | wishto see Jagiroad College shine
not only in Assam but across the country. | hope the
college introduces more advanced courses in modern
subjects like Artificial Intelligence, Environmental
Studies, and International Relations. Moreresearch will
make students more confident and competitive.

| also dream of a large library with digital
facilities, abigger sports complex, and separate hostels
for boys and girls with all modern amenities. | know
that al thisalready existsin our college but | wantitto
develop further in the future.

| want our Student Union leaders — the
President, GS and AGS — to work hand in hand with
teachersto create more workshops, career counselling
sessions, and entrepreneurship programs, so that
students can not only study but also build their future
with confidence.

Jagiroad College should be a place where every
student feel s proud to bel ong, where dreamstake shape,
and where success becomes a habit.

“Gyaan ka hai ye mandir

Sapno ka hai sansaar,
Jagiroad college se roshan
Her ek vidyarthi ka sansaar.”

000

TINCEIG TRIRIETT SCEAAT Ph 2038-203¢ T || DV ||



Movie Review

: TheBoyinthe

Sriped Pyjamas

» | sha Balmiki
FYUGPB.A 6th Semester

The Boy in the Sriped Pajamas,
directed by Mark Herman and adapted
from John Boyne's novel, is a deeply
moving and tragic film set during World
War 1. Unlike many war moviesthat focus
on battlesor soldiers, thisfilmtellsthe story
through theinnocent eyes of an eight-year-
old German boy named Bruno. His father
is a Nazi Commandant who has been
posted to a country-side home near a
concentration camp. Bruno istoo young to
understand the political and violent world
around him, and this innocence forms the
heart of the story.

Bruno is lonely in his new house,
far away from hisfriendsin Berlin. While
exploring the grounds, he stumbles across
what he thinks is a farm, separated by a
tall barbed-wire fence. On the other side,
he meets Shmuel, a Jewish boy of thesame
age who isimprisoned in the camp. They
quickly becomefriends, even though they
come from completely different worlds.
Bruno believes Shmuel’s striped uniform
isjust pajamas, and he cannot grasp why
hisnew friend livesbehind thefence. Their
friendship grows quickly, symbolizing the

purity of childhood untroubled by hatred and prejudice.

The acting performance is one of the film's
strengths. Asa Butterfield as Bruno captures the
innocence, curiosity and confusion of a child trying to
make sense of acruel world. Jack Scanlon as Shmuel is
equally impressive, portraying quiet suffering and
vulnerability. Their scenes together feel natural and
genuine, which makes the tragic ending all the more
devastating. Thesupporting cast, including David Thewlis
as Bruno's father and Vera Farmiga as his conflicted
mother, also add depth to the story as the chances of a
Nazi Commandant’s child casualy befriending acamp
prisoner are very slim. The film simplifies certain
historical facts and may give viewers an inaccurate
picture of how concentration camps operated. However,
its purposeisnot to give acomplete history lesson but to
tell ahuman story that highlights themes of innocence,
friendship, prejudice and blind obedience.

The Boy in the Sriped Pajamas is a haunting
and emotional film that stayswith the viewer long after
it ends. Through the friendship of Bruno and Shmudl, it
reminds us of the devastating consequences of hatred
and war, and how the cruelty of adults destroys the
innocence of children. Though not perfect asahistorical
document, it succeeds asamoving story that makes us
reflect on human values, compassion, and the
importance of remembering the past.
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For All Women and Girls: Rights,
Equality and Empowerment

w Ritom Kr. Patar
B.A 6th Semester

International Women’'s day which
is celebrated annually on 8th March for
promoting therights of every women and
girl and to empower them to have an
equal footing with men. Itisaday which
was first celebrated by the U.S.S.R
(Union of Soviet Socidist Republic) under
theleadership of Vladimir Leninin 1922
for acknowledging the role of womenin
the Russian Revolution of 1917, the day
celebrated at aglobal level following the
recognition of United Nation Organisation
and its declaration to hold 8th of March
as International Women's day.

It is a day for not only the
recognition of women and their role in
thesocial, cultural, economic and political
sphere but also to beacall for upholding
the rights of every woman as they
deserve, equality they require for an
inclusive development of the society and
the liberty they aspire to empower
themselves. Our Indian Congtitution along
with many other developed as well as
devel oping nations has already recognised
the rights of women similar to therights
enjoyed by every other man, but the
problem comes dueto itsimplementation
since, at theground level women and girls
are denied even the basic rights that an
individual needs. In India along with
various parts of the world, it is common

to abort afemale child or to deny her basic education
or inthe best scenario deny her higher education which
isaviolation of fundamental rightslikeright tolifeand
education. Although the situation has improved alot,
there still are many instances specially in the Rural
areas, where female children or women are not
provided with the proper rightsthey deserve. Therights
of every woman must be on equal footing with every
other manto achieve equality in society and to disclose
the gender gap for an all round inclusive development.
Women from all around the world were asking for
equality from the very beginning of the enlightenment
period during when concepts like liberty, equality and
fraternity started to develop, but it’sonly in the end of
20th century or the second half of the 20th century that
women started to confidently say that they have the
equal opportunities, privileges, rightsthat men have. But
unfortunately, even in the 21st century women are not
equal with men in almost every sphere whether in
academic field, scientific or injob markets. Women are
underrepresented in politics, only few femalesare able
to pursuetheir higher studies and few women are able
to get their job placement. It’s not that women are not-
intelligent or cannot compete with men but the reason
liesin the societal influences and the stereotypes that
we havein our mind for women which started to mould
when we were children. The solution for all these
problems lies in empowering every girl, and every
woman to take up the steering of their own fate, every
girl should be giventheliberty to do whatever they want
and to decidetheir ownimportant turning pointsin their
lives. Empowerment of women can be achieved through
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educating every girl and women from every corner of
the globe and by making aware of them therightsthey
are entitled with and by providing them the liberty to
wear whatever they want to wear, to go wherever they
want and by giving them avoicein prominent forums
and institutionslike the Parliament, UNO, WHO, state
legislature, panchayats, municipalities and so on.

Every girl child hasthe samepotential and talent
asevery other boy child and to influence the society in
variouswayswhether through their mental capabilities
or through their physical capabilities which is clearly
reflected by the achievements of women in every
sphere in the past which had a lasting impact on our
society. Women accelerated in the field of science and
technology, field of academicsor inthefield of art and
literature irrespective of the discrimination, domestic
violence or the typical stereotypes faced by them isa
dream that must be achieved.

| N enat erRT AR e |yl wr S o B e

Art by Miss Rakhi Dey ( B.A 6th Semester)

¢ Call noman happy 'till heisdead.

L 4

another.

— Aeschylus

Happiness, N. An agreeabl e sensation arising from contemplating the misery of

—Ambrose Bierce

+ Wewishto behappier than other people, and thisisawaysdifficult, for we
believe othersto be happier thanthey are.

—Charles-Louisde Secondat baron deMontesquieu
+ Wearemoreinterested inmaking othersbelieveweare happy thanintryingto

be happy ourselves.

—francois de La Rochefoucauld
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When the Heart Creates

W Sristi Bhowmick
B.Com 6th Semester

Art beginswherewordsfall short.
Even before we learn how to speak, our
emotionsfind their own waysto express
themselves—through lines on paper,
movements of the body, and melodies
carried in the air. Drawing, dance and
music are more than creative activities;
they are quiet forms of expression that
give voice to feelings we often struggle
to put into words.

Drawing: the Soul in Lines

A pencil touches paper, and
suddenly the silence touches begins to
breathe. Every line is a thought, every
shade a hidden memory. When the mind
is scattered, the strokes tremble. When
the heart iscalm, the curvesflow like still
water. Joy spillsin bright shapes; sadness
hides in shadows. Drawing is the place
wherefeelingssit quietly, letting the hand
speak for the heart.

Dance: When Emotions Learn
to Fly

Dance is the body dreaming
awake. It isemotion turned into motion—

raw, honest and unfiltered. Happiness leaps; anger
strikes the floor. Love spirals softly through air, and
heartbreak pauses mid-step, unsure where to go next.
To danceisto let the body say all things the mind is
tired of holding. In every sway, every spin, there is
release—a secret conversation between the hurt heart
and the rhythm.

Music: The Echo of the Inner World

Music floats in spaces where thoughts cannot
enter. A single note can lift a heavy day, or make a
quiet night feel understood. Fast beats spark fire; slow
melodiesmend invisible cracks. Sometunes gather our
scattered selves, while others carry our pain gently to
the surface. Music is both mirror and medicine—
reflecting us, healing us, becoming us.

The Thread that Weaves Them

Drawing, dance and music may look different,
but they come from the same place within us—the need
tofeel, to expressand to be understood. Art givesform
to unspoken thoughts, movement to trapped emotion
and sound to quiet feelings. Art is a gentle way of
understanding ourselves. Through lines, movementsand
melodies, it teaches us to slow down, to feel deeply,
and to let something beautiful come from within.

SITIENC TRV SACEAGA P> 2088-202¢ I | DV |



Breathing Through
theAir of Life

M Nafija Rahman
Ex-student

Sheinhalestheessenceof life,

A mix of painandtoxicity.

Her mind swirlswith questioning doult,
Seeking answers, lost and devout.
Suffocated, annoyed, and disheartened too,
Snagged in depression’sheavy hue.

Yet still, shefindsstrength to carry on,

A glimmer of hopewithin her heartisborn.
Through life'sdark shadows, shefindsaway,
A beacon of light to guide each day.

Her resilience conquerscrippling fear,

And darknessdowly startsto clear.
()

(First published in The Never Ending Battle,
edited by FahmidaTasneem, published by Samvn
Publication, 2025)
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The Wonder Beyond

the Night

W Madhusmita M edhi
FYUGPB.A 4th Semester

Falling back into the starry night,
Toofragile now totakethefal.
Searching still for aspark of light,
Hoping thesky will holdital,
Andthestarswill answer my call,
Wheredreamsdrift softly inthe
universe'shal,

Theheavens beauty blooms
inearth'ssight,

May al celestia wonderslast

beyond night.
()



Ode to Assam

MW Geetanjali Boro
FYUGPB.A 6th Semester Hosted and the Home

MW Sermelin Beypi
FYUGPB.A Fifth Semester

Hostel and home, two worlds apart.
Onetemporary, oneforever in heart.
Homeiswhereloveresides, where
memorieslinger.

A placeof comfort that envelopsmeinitswarmth.

Inthe east where dawn'sfirst blush Thewarmth of family, thelovethat’s
ignitesthesky, genuine, createsasense of belonging.

Assam, whereemerald whispersridethe Afedling that’sawaysthere, aconstant presence.
monsoon'sbreath. ¢

Your riversweavethroughvalleys,

ancientand high,

A symphony of silt, birthing lifefrom desth.

Teagardensstretch,

aquilt of jadeunrolled,

Where dawn’sfingerspluck leaveskissed by dew’s
embrace.

Their fragrancedrifts-

amelody of green and gold,

Seeping theair with time, and memory, and grace.
Bihu'sfirelegpsasdrumsignitethenight,

Feet whirlwindindust

astorm of joy and sweat,

Silk-clad dreams, muga shimmeringinlight,
Gamosathreadsweave storiesnever met.

[
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The Weight of Unseen Sars

MW Parismita Devi
HSI Year

A raindrop lands asudden shock
OnLeo’scheek, against the clock
Grey sky above, amatching day grey,
Reflectsthe emptinessof theday.

Thenote heholds, acrumpled plea,
“I’'mtired, Leo, need to befree,
Tofind my stars, my own bright space’;
Her words, asting upon hisface.

Leo and Maya, once so near,
Auniversedispdlingfear.

Hecalled her “North Star” long ago,
Sketching dreams, agentleglow.

But now the park, alonely scene,
Swingscreak, wherejoy had been.
Hismusic dreams, now cold and bare,
Aslencehangswithintheair.

Hesaw the synth, her hesitant plea,
Hissavingsspent, unknowingly.
Her silent hurt, hedidn’t see,
Lostinhisgrand possibility.

The countlessnights, her weary eyes,
Editing sound, beneath dark skies.
Hetook her help, assumed her grace,
Ignoring linesupon her face.

Her pottery class, hisbroken vow,
Distracted then consumed by now.
Heheard thesigh, shetried to hide,
Her gentlelove, hecast aside.

Now heunderstands, with sudden sting,

Shewasn’'t endless, she needed wing
To benoticed, treasured and held tight,
Not just asource, aguiding light.

Against her door, he startsto weep,
Hishair now plastered, secretskeep.
Hecalled her star, but didn't see,
How brightly shehad shonefor him.

Too lateheknows, aloneand lost,
Thebirilliant star, at such acost.
Her quiet words, ahunting sound,

A sky hetook, now barren ground.
()

I AR || SIS NS SNCETh ! Ph 2038-303¢ &



Toaistool

Author : Apurba Kumar Saikia

Translated by :

Where there is paddy there are
weeds; apatch of pale pink mimosaflowers
will alwaysbeinterspersed by prickly grass
burs. Itisonly thefoul that makes beauteous
the fair around it. If | were to imagine the
city | inhabit as a spirited young woman,
then thispart of the city where| am standing
right now would be the last part of her
digestivetract, thefinal lapin the serpentine
journey undertaken by food, thelast station
for the sundry experimental indul gences of
the pal ate and its unchecked food fantasies.
Beneath this blinding crust of beauty, how
ugly the kernel of truth!

As ayoung boy, my idea of beauty
was “absolute.” At primary school,
everyone's favorite teacher was Debjani
baideo. Although we were not old enough
to understand the true measure of the
beauty, it was unanimously agreed upon that
Debjani baideo wasaraving beauty. Once,
when shedid not cometo school for acouple
of days, we coaxed our classmate Bokul,
also her neighbor, into investigating the
matter, “Bokul, why’s Debjani baideo not
attending school 7’

Anindita Kar

The next day at school Bokul broke the news.
“It's a case of diarrhea.”

We listened with our eyebrows raised. The
divinely beautiful baideo was no different from us!
Shetoo took regular tripsto the loo every morning!

Now my age is on the higher side, the matters of
the universe are getting clearer by the day. The greater
my ability to unravel mysteries, thelesscapablel become
of humor. As | stand watching, the area is losing its
contours in the descending darkness. The moon that has
been patrolling the sky since daytime is dowly getting
whiter. The earth is illuminated by the combined
pyrotechnicsof themoon and the setting sun. Cloudsthat
had arranged themsel vesin the shape of abluewhaejust
moments ago are dowly getting smudged at the edges.
Theeuphoriaof the evening hasreached its peak. Taking
advantage of themoon'stemporary retreat into the clouds,
the sky and innumerable stars have comeforward to play
their partsinthefedtivities. Despitethese, | caninnoway
convincemy mind that afestive season hasarrived. When
it comesto thejustification of the observance of festivals,
| am scornfully vocal because | believe that festivals are
sheer humbug, and I’ drather stick toadull quotidianlife.

Grains of protest from all over my being gather
intheirisof my eyeas| scream, “Do not invite meto
be a part of your celebrations!”

With a start, | walk away from the corporeal
world of the heroine of this story, Shyamala, and head
straight toward home—where Bouti, my mother, is
eagerly waiting to take alook at my facethat, just like
some hybrid citrusfruit, suffersfrom acrisisof identity.

Bouti and | do not live in the village anymore;
we are now inhabitants of this bustling city. After |
landed thisjob in the city | didn't feel like letting her
fend for herself inthevillage home. At her age, leaving
the poor woman to die for want of care would have
been an act of sin. She had shown some reluctancein
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the beginning; just as an old papayatree is unable to
bear the shock of transplantation, Bouti has not been
able to adapt to her new environment. To say nothing
of the body and joint pain, she seemsto show signs of
some mental disorder. These days the nerve fibers of
her brain meant for the plying of thoughts are often
caught in heavy traffic. A traffic jam in the axons of
thebrain! What shdl | do, my conditionisnolesspitiable!

Theother day, Bouti asked me, “Tell me Pona,
what exactly isyour job?”’
| said, “It'scalled Aids Counsellor.”

“Liketheoneinour village panchayat? Like Podo
the councilor?’ she asked.

Now face that! After all these, she thinks | am
an elected councilor of thevillage council.

“No, not that! For the last few years, a disease
called AIDS has hit humanity. | offer counsel related
tothisdisease. Now how do | explainittoyou, Bouti!”

“1 sent you to the University. How on earth did
you end up becoming a ‘daktor’ (doctor) offering
counsel for the what-do-you-call-it, ‘ass’ disease!”
Bouti burstinto laughter, and after apause, said, “What
exactly isthis disease, Pona?’

| felt like ateacher facing his classimpromptu,
without the necessary homework. Unable to work up
a befitting reply in that instant, | tried to dodge her
guestion by saying, “ Youwon’'t understand, Bouti! Itis
adisease of civilization, of anarchy, of ignorance, and |
am a toadstool that has sprung from the disease and
lives off it.”

“| cannot make out a word of what you are
saying,” Bouti muttered under her breath.

Such has always been my tactic. Whenever |
am confronted with a subject | detest, this is how |
tackle the situation. Although | have amaster’s degree
with afirst class in philosophy, this degree could not
help me in securing a job; | got a job because | had
psychology as an el ective subject at the undergraduate
level. Looking at it now, | think it makes sense because
understanding the mind of modern man is way more
important than understanding Indian or Western
philosophy. But then, my job initself isquitesilly, one
that existsonly intheory, with no annual increment, no
ageof retirement or pension. Thisinturnimpliesthere’'s
little scope for marriage in this lifetime. Had | rather

been acounselor at amatrimonial agency, | could have
at least tried my luck with one of the lasses who came
seeking advice.

The job itself was no windfall. Carefully
inspecting the envelope thick with money that | had
respectfully handed over to him, the chief
administrative officer of my department, flashing his
betel-nut-zarda stai ned teeth toward mein an obnoxious
manner said on the day before the interview, “Young
man! Rest assured. Aslong asthereisthe sun and the
moon overhead, thisjob will remain yours, becausethe
disease will never leave the face of the earth as long
astherearewhores selling the hillsand valleys of their
bodies. And you, my boy, will have plenty of occasions
and plenty of peopleto spend your adviceon. Isn’t this
what you call symbiosisin biological terms?’

“1 think parasitismistheright word, Sir! Or, you
cansay, living onthedead, like mushroomsor toadstools,
or you!” Needlessto say, | uttered the last clause only
inmy mind.

“| seethat you are quite garrulous, outnumbering
what | say three to one!” the oldie spoke through his
laughter. The thick envelope had already started
working.

Although it is a puny little room that we have
rented, Bouti has accommodated even the godsin a
corner. She seemsto pray endlessly. Occasionaly, if |
have the timeto spare, | join her as atongue-in-cheek
partner in prayer, and as her lips move in prayer,
indistinctly pronouncing theverses, | add afew corrupt
words here and there. It hurts to think that | could not
even be agood believer, let alone other things. When
I’'minatemple praying, somefrivolousidearelated to
God tickles my mind and sets me off laughing.

The city did not suit me either. Often in my
dreams, | see flowers of the neem tree, | see cranes, |
see children, half-naked, kicking a robab tenga, or
grapefruit, in the name of football, and a snot-nosed
boy clutching an anthill to hischest, all imagesfrommy
village Diphalu. Sometimes in those dreams, | crush
with my fingers the silkworm-like fruit of the nooni
tree. The name of the dream is My Childhood.

In the last few days, Bouti looked more
depressed, visibly making more errors in speech than
usual. She talked without looking me in the eye and
was consciously maintaining adistance from me. What
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might be the matter with her? Last morning, standing
before the altar, she blurted out the truth. After crying
for along time, she muttered, “Oh God! How can a
woman of my age commit such a mistake!”

What she called a “mistake” deserved to be
caled a blunder. It wouldn't have been so shocking
had the heroine of thisstory Shyamalamadethisblunder.
Bouti had cometo believe that once again shewason
the way to motherhood. Since she had experienced
motherhood before, shefirmly believed that shecanin
no way go wrong in identifying the signsof pregnancy.
What's more ludicrous, the fetus that had formed in
her womb, supposedly, was none other than—"It'syour
father, Ponal”

“Thisisdisgusting! You're sixty, why say such
obnoxious things at this age!” | shouted, “It must be
the city chilies causing gasin the stomach.”

“Does gas cause the lower abdomen to bloat
like aballoon?” Bouti snapped at me, exposing her
gourd-shaped belly to me. | thought it wiseto take her
to a doctor for her satisfaction instead of prolonging
the argument and thustook her to agynecologist inthe
afternoon.

After examining her and getting afew testsdone
on her, the doctor came to the following conclusion—
she suffers from a condition called pseudocyesis, or
false pregnancy. This condition is seen in women who
experience a strong urge to conceive but are, in fact,
incapable of it. In such cases, the body exhibitsall signs
of pregnancy but no embryo is formed in the uterus.
How strange! But how or when did this urge for
motherhood takeroot in Bouti’s subconscious? Can it
be that she no longer feels secure under my care? As
the dead cannot return in person, is thisaway she has
devised for my dead father to come back in the form
of a newborn to take care of her? Oh, God! Help me
out of this.

| felt uneasy all day, and could not sleep for the
major part of the night. | walked toward Bouti’s bed.
The state of her mind was no different. Casting along
and blank stare at the beam on the ceiling, she was
muttering something to herself. A little startled to find
me there in the middle of the night, she turned over to
face the wall and started sobbing.

“Bouti, | can understand what you are going
through,” | said. “ Slowly everything will be sorted, why

do you fret about everything under the sun? And one
more thing—are you the only one who can show your
swollen belly? Look at mine!” Now it was my turn. |
lifted the vest upward and pointed to my exposed belly
button.

“Thisbdlly buttonisaliving testimony to al those
monthsin your womb when | drew blood and nutrition
from you. | won't let it down. If you ever find me
faltering, just tell me, and | will get thisthanklessbelly
button permanently removed through plastic surgery.
But for God's sake, don’t make such a fuss about the
matter; in that dry and shrunken womb of yoursonly a
toadstool can grow, not a human baby.”

Bouti did not snap back thistime. Had someone
asked me at this point to describe “the face of grief,” |
would have pointed toward her. It was almost morning
when both of us drifted to sleep. The two of uslay on
the two ends of the bed, the atmosphere imitating the
calm that follows a storm.

To tell the truth, | don't have in me the traits of
an AIDS counselor. | am expected to be calm,
trustworthy, and a true gentleman. | have no right to
advise anyone in the truest sense, not even an AIDS
patient. | can’'t stop an infected person from tying the
knot. Thereisathing called humanrights. If they wish
to have children, | can’t stop them. Our responsibility
ends with explaining the pros and cons of the matter.
The ultimate decision rests with the patient. “Thereis
alin 3 chance of transmitting the virus to your baby;
now you decide.”

The law has tied down the hands of doctors,
nurses, and counselors but asks of them to wipe out
the disease from the face of the earth. We are unarmed
Nidhi Ram Sardars deployed to destroy an armed
opposition. Itisonly natural that adeadly virus should
be confronted in an equally deadly manner; only then
thingswill work out. But in order to save my job, there
was no other way but to be a gentleman, and remain
sweet-tongued every minute.

Asper government rules, there should befemale
counselors for female patients. A female patient may
not be comfortable opening her heart to a male
counselor, especially when seventy percent of the
heart’s contents are matters sexual. But since my
femal e colleague is on maternity leave, | am bound to
do her part of the job too. A woman or two pay their
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clandestine visitsto the center now and then. One gave
herself up to a stranger swayed by uncontrollable
passion, one got infected from ablood transfusion, and
another had a husband with doubtful sexual orientation.
Having come across awareness ads in newspapers,
TV, and radio, these people come to our VCTC center
to clear their doubts. Asif thisis nothing but a doubt-
clearing center!

That day too, a young woman sneaked into our
center. It made my blood boil when | saw this barely
seventeen or eighteen-year-old. | felt a strong urge to
unmask the face of the gentleman that my profession
made me wear. | carefully studied her face, eager to
seeif | could spot the slightest trace of repentance in
it. The girl was scantily dressed.

“Bhonti, come here, let me ask you a question.
Tell me in which age clothes were invented—the
Palealithic or the Neolithic?”’

“How would | know! | didn't have history in
school,” thegirl, Shyamala, said.

“Of course, how would you know! You seem
not at all impressed by the invention. Tell me, what is
the fundamental function of a piece of clothing?’

Shyamala looked at me nervoudy, and that look
hurled me back to redlity, to my job. With a feigned
softnessin my voice, | led her to the chair in front of my
desk and waited silently for thesituationto be normal. Al
of a sudden, | was overcome by a sense of pity, felt
embarrassed about my behavior momentsago, and looked
concernedly at the eyes of the troubled girl. For a few
moments, she seemed to bethinking something, her head
lowered. Then shelooked megtraight intheeyeand began
narrating her life's story. With careful carelessness, she
narrated how she fell in love with an army officer who
wasther neighbor. Every timehecamehomeon hisannua
leavefor two months, their intimacy grew; theremaining
ten months were spent reminiscing those intimate
memories. Since it was a life of her choice, she didn’t
have anyone to blame. When the intensity of a year’s
worth of love has to be packed within the time frame of
two months, isit not bound to border ontheerotic? That's
what happened with them. Life assumed a musical
character where, if therewas onekeynote, the stray notes
gravitating toward the opposite direction were its
byproducts. Neck deep inthisflood of words, oneday the
news came as a bolt from the blue—he had contracted a

strangeiliness and died of it in asmall town in the Thar
desert of Rgjasthan.

“What strange illness?’

“A letter from the Regional Head Office that
came with the dead body had it clearly mentioned.
Reading the letter through to the last sentence made
my blood run cold. The news on TV, in newspapers,
and discussionsof relativesand well-wishersraised my
suspicion. What if | have contracted the disease too!
Trust me, | was very good in my studies before love
screwed me up.”

The girl began to sob. After the primary
investigation and conversation, | called the laboratory
technician to take asample of her blood for the ELISA
test. We need to be absol utely sure of everything. Even
if she tests positive, there's no reason for me to be
saddened by it. It matters not if Shyamala suddenly
turns into statistics, rather it would benefit me if she
turns out HIV positive. For quite sometime | have not
registered apositive case. Eventhe State AIDS Control
Society has been questioning me asto why no positive
cases have beenidentified in my center for along time.
If that isthe case, what'sthe point of spending lakhs of
rupees in one center? One needs figures to receive
grants from the Global Fund to Fight AIDS. Inflated
statistics? That too, if necessary. Sometimes it might
beimperativeto produce fakereportsfor five different
persons with the blood sample of one infected. After
all, | am atoadstool living off dead matter.

As | held Shyamala's reports in my hand, the
young man in mefelt asense of relief. But therewasa
streak of doubt too. What if shewastill inthewindow’
period when the virusremains undetectabl e and doesn’t
show up in the test results? But this period does not
exceed three months from infection, and from her own
version, it wasevident that it had been more than seven
months since their last rendezvous. | felt so delighted
that | brought the report closer to my lips so that it
touched them, holding that posture for some minutes.

With sudden promptness, | changed from a
counselor to a high-spirited young man and screamed
out, “Bhonti, you have not contracted AIDS, and there’'s
no HIV in your blood. You are safe, you are free, you
are on the side of life.”

Shyamaagave measuppressed smileand almost
snatched the reports from my grip. With words of
gratitude, she darted out of the VCTC. Climbing out of
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my professional armor, | walked outside, hoping that
she would share her address, invite me for a cup of
tea, and that in ahomely atmosphere, she and | would
engageinafriendly conversation. Without my knowing
it, atinge of hopewasborninmy heart, and thisoptimism
freed my otherwise romantic, but now tattered, heart
from its long confinement, and proposed to make it
operational once again by making repairs. It needs to
be mentioned here that it has remained dysfunctional
since my college days.

Noneof these happened. Inmy lifesofar, nothing
has happened as| had wished for it to happen. So there
was nothing to be surprised about.

Time passed, swiftly, and in the currents of
flowing time, the girl Shyamalawas buried.

Like awild fig tree growing on the banks of a
river, | stood helplessly and looked on as the river of
time flowed past me, but then suddenly today ...

Suddenly today, | saw Shyamala, aone in the
middle of the marketplace, scantily dressed as before,
lipslikethat of the bulbuli bird, aface completely taken
over by cosmetics. | saw her emerge from a grocery
store. | can't say why | felt hesitant to go forward and
speak to her. | felt it would be better to observe her from
a distance. Although | might sound like a pervert, |
couldn’t help it. | wanted to know where she stays. It's
not that | will go to her place every evening for achat. |
had this strange fedling that | didn’t want to lose her to
time present, | wanted her to linger as a probable event
intheeventsabout to take placein my lifeintimefuture.

So | beganto stalk her, maintaining asafe distance
from her. At one point, afew roadside Romeos began
to tease her. | saw an elderly man gesturing something
toward her with hishands. Shetoo repliedtoit. At one
point, an ASTC bus passed through the bazaar raising
acloud of dust behind it, leaving the streetsdusty inits
wake. Suddenly | saw her shouting something out to a
young man whereas the latter didn’t even think it
necessary to respond to her. What was the matter?
Everything implied that she was quite popular in that
neighborhood. What could be the cause of a young
woman'’s popularity? The suspecting man from within
me showed up and began to ask uncomfortable
guestions. Pressing theindex finger of my right hand to
my lips, | asked him to shut up.

“Just hold on! Why can’t you take the popul arity
of awoman easily? Are you an MCP too?’

My wait seemed to have come to an end.
Shyamala had unlatched the gate of an Assam-type
house. Wasit her house? Didn't her father find a better
placeto build ahouse? (Who knowswhether her father
isaliveor dead!) Thisisalocality of ill repute. On both
sides of the road are vegetable stalls and stationery
stores—avillage haat. A scene of buyers and sellers
as old as time, nothing to be identified as special.
Suddenly, a peculiar thing happened. A group of
juveniles came out of nowhere and started making
threats and demands for cash from the sellers. Like
old acquaintances, the sellers conceded to the demands
whilefaking asmile, and handed over to them hundred
tofivehundred rupees, each accordingto hisday’ssales.
| was stunned. What was all this? | stopped a passerby
who seemed to have some time to spare, and asked
him, “Isit what they call gunda tax 7’

“What! Don't use such an unparliamentary word,
thisis SULFA tax!” the man joked.

“Will the sellers make up for the money by
overcharging customers?’

“What else?” the quick-witted man cast a
sarcastic look at me and left in a hurry.

Right inthe center of the marketplace, somemen
were selling sulai, surrounded by men asif by flies,
boozing under the open sky. Two constables were
patrolling the street, staff in hand. Now and then, notes
of different denominationswere tucked into the palms
of their extended hands. It was amusing to notice that
this exchange had no place for verbal language. It was
asif thelinguafranca of this marketplace was money.
Haphazardly scattered on all sides were wine shops,
vendors selling roasted chickpeas and nuts, and shops
selling old motor parts. The stinking roadside drains
diffused arotten smell into the air. All around were big
hoardings of the Ministry of Health containing graphic
health warnings, from malaria to leprosy to HIV. It
was, to all appearances, a place that met the
requirements for ared light to be turned on all day.

Shyamal a entered the house and within seconds
could be seen no more. Like someone possessed by an
evil force, | too unlatched the gate and followed her
tread. Even on seeing me enter, no one came forward
to greet me. Once inside, | felt the presence of afew
other men in the house. A window in the veranda was
left open. In the room inside, | could see two men
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drinking something. Shyamala was not in this room;
perhaps she was further inside. Although | could not
guessit from the outside, | could now understand that
the house was reasonably large, and had many rooms
init. |1 pushed the door open and peeped inside. The
ears picked up subtle notes of the antara of a song.
Its words were improperly bold. No one seemed to be
bothered by my presence. Thetwo men were chattering
loudly. There was no place for athird person, that too
a stranger, in that discussion. | wanted to ask them
about Shyamala but stopped myself.

The two men were talking about prostitution.
How the horror of the AIDS epidemic, by discouraging
many afainthearted potential customer, hasgivenabig
blow to the businesswas apart of thediscussion. They
lamented the sorry state of affairs, but immediately
afterward, whispered something into one another’sears
and brokeinto indecent laughter. Emotionsvacillating
likeapendulum! | wasn't so stupid asto not understand
what was actually happening there. When | imagined
my situation, | couldn’t but laugh wryly at my own
condition. Run for your life now, or you are dead!—I
said to myself.

Meanwhile, as the scene was unfolding, | found
myself a place to sit. On the wall was a poster of a
Bollywood heroine. On her face, | deduced a look of
contempt for a society fraught with Grundyism. Her
figureindicated abeauty of exact geometric proportions
and extroversion. What if Angelina Jolie's nose, as is
asked of Cleopatra’'s nose, had been shorter by half a
centimeter? No, this beauty too did not have to worry
about her nose. With just oneflick of her eyes, she could
make the sanest person lose his mind. And what was
thisthing framed by her side?| walked toward it to look
closely. What a strange thing! Beautifully bound in a
wooden framewasacertificate! | wasalready overtaken
by anger, despair, and intense curiosity when | read the
certificate. A mere blood report was bestowed with such
dignity! Thereport proudly declared onething—Ye, men
of theearthlooking for the bluebird, come here. Shyamaa
isnot AIDS-infected. Her blood ispure. Ye, the pleasure-
seeking male race, make love to her without any fear.
Sheisamiraculous potion with no side effects.

The handwriting intherewasfamiliar to me. Even
its language. To get that certificate, Shyamala had

concocted a tragic story of her past, or was it a true
story? Or was it the story itself that marked a point of
departurefor her life’'sjourney and has now culminated
in the present situation? How many more such stories
will Shyamalaconcoct? What cananidiot likemedoin
this matter? Yes, | can be a silent spectator and watch
these stories unfold, the only role | can play.

In this world, there are so many kinds of class
divisions. We, from the department of public health,
however, divide people on adifferent basis. According
tothat, theworld hastwo kinds of people—HIV positive
and HIV negative. And no one in between. It would
have been nice if the same law applied to life. Either
you live, or you take the accel erated and definite path
to death. No middle path. But the world is full of the
living dead!

In the midst of al these, | suddenly remember
Bouti. Thiswoman isunableto grasp things properly. To
her, the value of aliving dead is worth so much more
than that of the dead. It now seemsto me that with her
kind of expertise in making up a story on the spot,
Shyamala could have become a good writer. But then,
she opted for the easiest, the most tried and tested path.

| haverun out of al curiosity for Shyamala. Now
there is no need to go and meet her. Once | reach
home I' [l say to my mather, “Bouti, come, let’s adopt
an orphan. It will keep you company, and for the rest
of my life, it will make melivein constant fear in this
kingdom of toadstools. Isn’t that a necessary
precondition for becoming a good human? | just said
‘live in constant fear’ because he or she will be the
orphaned child of parents who died of AIDS. Won't
you fulfill my request, Bouti?’

Notes:

Gunda tax: exhortation or a percentage of
earnings collected by the local mafia.

SULFA tax: SULFA refers to a surrendered
ULFA (United Liberation Front of Assam) militant
outfit. Members of the militant outfit extorted money
from businessmen, etc. during their active years,
threatening themwith lifeif they refused to cooperate.

Sulai: Sulai, often termed “poor man’s liquor”,
isaconditioned spirit brewed from fermented mol asses
or rice in Assam.
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The Great WhatsApp
Birthday Blunder : A Case
Study in Nephewly

Diplomacy

Anecdotes

Wiiatsars EroomG Family Trebiteus

» Dr Sangeeta Sarma
Assistant Professor
Department of Botany

History was made—not in politics,
not in science, but inthe hallowed halls of
my family WhatsApp group. It was my
birthday, and like every respectable
millennial, | awaited the avalanche of
emojis, GIFs, and recycled “Happy
Birthday” stickers that would flood my
screen.

Enter my nephew. With the
confidence of a Shakespearean hero and
the typing speed of acaffeinated squirrel,
he posted:

“Happy Birthday Majoni!” -
That’s my nick name

No “Pehi.” (Paternal aunt in
Assamese) No honorifics. Just my bare
name, tossed into the digital void like a
casual ping to acollege buddy.

The group gasped. Okay, maybe
they didn't literally gasp, but | could feel
the collective eyebrow raise through the
pixels. In family WhatsApp etiquette,
titles matter. “Pehi” isnot just aword—
it's a badge of generational respect, a
verbal tiara. And here | was, stripped of
mine.

But wait—the plot thickens. Within
minutes, the message vanished. Deleted.
Erased like a scandalous tweet from a

politician’s account. And in its place appeared a
carefully

Corrected version:

“Happy Birthday Majoni Pehi!”

Ah, redemption! Thedigital equivalent of bowing
deeply after accidentally stepping on royalty’s gown.

Most likely corrected by his father.

Father: The judge, slamming the gavel with a
stern “Correct it immediately!” The Aftermath

Naturally, | treated this incident with the
seriousness it deserved. | considered calling a press
conference. | drafted athesistitled “ The Semiotics of
Aunthood in WhatsApp Communication” . | even
imagined future historians poring over screenshots,
debating whether the deletionwasasign of guilt, respect,
or simply a panic attack.

Lessons Learned

1. WhatsApp is forever. Even deleted
messagesliveoninfamily gossip.

2. Titles are sacred. “Pehi” is not optional—
it'smandatory, like seatbelts or exam hall silence.

3. Nephews are human. They make
mistakes, but they also know how to hit delete

Conclusion

So, dear readers, let thisbe acautionary tale. In
the age of instant messaging, one misplaced word can
spark asagaworthy of acollege magazinearticle. And
asfor me, I'll forever cherish my nephew’s dlip-up—it
was the funniest birthday gift | could have asked for.
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My Experienceasa

Hogd Prefect

L]

» Hanalisa Engtipi
FY UGP 6th Semester

My nameis Hanalisa Engtipi, a
5th semester student of English
Literature and a boarder of Swapna
MazikaGirls Hostel, Jagiroad College.
It has been agreat privilege to serve as
a prefect in the hostel.When the
announcement was made that | would
become the new prefect, | felt happy,
curious and dlightly nervous. | never
expected to receive such an opportunity,
nor did | imagine that my fellow
boarders would trust me and vote for
me. As an ordinary girl, | had never
handled such aresponsibility before. |
soon realised that leadership in ahostel
isnot just about giving instructions, but
about setting an example, being
approachable, and supporting others
whenever they need help.

Each day brought new duties. |
helped in maintaining discipline,
cleanliness and cooperation among the
boarders. There were instances when
we had to solve small misunder-
standings, organise study hours, and
ensure that everyone felt comfortable

and safe. | realised that patience, listening, and clear
communication are the most valuable qualities for a
prefect.

Among the many experiences, the Freshers
Programme stands out as the most memorable.
Welcoming the newly admitted boarders, preparing
decorations, planning the event, helping juniors, and
watching everyone enjoy themsel ves gave meimmense
happiness. On those days, our hostel truly felt likeabig
family, filled with laughter, joy and unity.

This role taught me many lessons such as
responsibility, leadership, and the importance of
teamwork. | had never been confident in speaking in
front of others, and | was awaysworried about making
mistakes before my matesand juniors. But through this
journey, | have become more confident and
independent. Being a prefect was not always easy, but
every challenge helped me grow and shaped meinto a
better version of myself.

| am deeply grateful to our respected warden,
teachers, and al my hostel mates for their constant
support and cooperation. The memories made in
SwapnaMazika Girls' Hostel will remain closeto my
heart, and | hope that the spirit of friendship, unity and
discipline continuesinthe coming years.
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Hash Fiction

A Glimpseof Light

W MadhusmitaMedhi
FYUGPB.A 3rd Semester

The night was silent, the kind of
silence that feels like a prayer. | closed
my eyes only for a moment, and
suddenly the world around me shifted,
softened, until | found myself standing
in arealm that felt both unknown and
strangely familiar.

Therewasno sky, ho ground, only
an endless glow, like the inside of a
blessing. It was silence, not emptiness,
but a holy stiliness where even the air
felt alivewith devotion.

And then, he appeared.

My Lord stepped out of the
radiance as though He had been woven
from the light itself. His attire glowed
gently, each fold shimmering like dawn
resting on still water.

My soul knew Him before my
eyesdid.

My body trembled not from fear, but from a
peace so pureit felt asif the world had been cleansed
in an instant.

When His hand rested gently upon my head, a
warmth unfurled through me soft, vast, and healing
reaching places within me | hadn’t known were
wounded. Inthat silent touch, every unanswered prayer
found its voice. Every hidden ache found its cure.

As the dream receded, he turned once more
toward me. A wordlessyet unmistakable message rose
within my heart:

“l am here. | have always been. | will always
be.”

| awoke with tears carving silent paths down
my cheeks, and peace in my soul.

The dream ended with the night, but His presence
remained aquiet light within me, guiding my stepsgentle
as dawn, certain as faith.
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Report of the
Maor Game Secretary

At the outset | offer my sincere thanks to our Hon'ble Principal Dr. B.C. Neog sir for
entrusting me the responsibility Major Games Secretary.

Serving asthe major game secretary of the Jagiroad College Student's Union was not merely
aposition of responsibility, it wasacruciblethat refined my leadership, disciplineand vision. Entrusted
with the stewardship of athletics | stood at the intersection of strategy and execution, where every
discision carried theweight of collectiveaspirationsandinstitutional pride.

My tenure demanded more than administrative routine it required foresight, resilience and
unwavering commitment. Coordinating with faculty advisers mobilising volunteers managing limited
resources and ensuring fair play ingtilled in meaprofound respect for teamwork and ethical governance

Beyondlogigtics | becameacatalyst for sporting spirit motivating sudentsto transcend hesitation
and embrace physical excellence | witnessed raw talent evolve into disciplined performance, and
individual ambition merge into collective triumph. Each event was a testament to perseverance,
meticul ous planning and the silent |abor behind visible success

Thisrolesculpted my character - sharpening my decision- making under pressure, strengthening
my communication across diverse groups and embedding in me the values of accountability and
service . My experience as magjor game secretary stands as the defining chapter in my academic
journey, onethat fortified my confidence and prepared meto shoulder greater responsibilitieswith
integrity and resolve

I bow to the Principal sir for trusting upon me despite seeing me as an ordinary student like
others.

I lovemy collegeand so aso my fellow student friends God blessall of uswith hisdivine power.
| pray thealmighty for thefurther growth of the collegein the coming days.

I thank all the members associated with this event for their support.
Longlive Jagiroad College!
Long live JCSU!

Ashok Boro

Major Game Secretary

Student Union, Jagiroad College (Autonomous)
(Session 2024-2025)
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Report of the
Socia Service Secretary

In the beginning of this report, | hereby pay my sincere respects to al the
great people associated with Jagiroad College, who have contributed to its
development. As the Social Service Secretary of the Jagiroad College Students
Union for the academic year 2024-2025, | sincerely thank the Hon'ble Principal
Dr. Bhaben Chandra Neog, and al the students for giving me the opportunity to
servethe College. After taking charge for the academic year 2024-2025, we started
our work by organizing the worship of Goddess Saraswati. After that, we
successfully organized College Week, during which with the help of NSS and
NCC volunteers, we carried out activities such as clearing the college campus
planting trees and placing dusthins. L ater, we organized the Freshers Social, which
was eagerly awaited by the students.

We also participated in the Gauhati University Central Youth Festival held
from 31st October to 4th November. Finally, we completed our last responsibility
by organizing the Saraswati Pujain 2026.

Throughout the year, our respected teachers guided and supported us in
every activity, for which we are deeply thankful.

Maucham K onwar

Socia Service Secretary
Jagiroad College Student'sUnion
Session 2024-2025
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Report of the
B.A Il Sem, Class Representative

| consider it amatter of great honour to have served asamember of the Students Union
of Jagiroad College and | consider myself [ucky enough to beasmall part of theadministration
of the collegefromwhere my ownfather and unclegraduated. | expressmy sinceregratitudeto
theHonourable Principa (B. C. Neog) and the college administration for their constant guidance
and support throughout thetenure | wasthe Class Representative (TDCH 1) for theyear 2025-
26, and along with the other members of the Students Union, | have been ableto dispose of the
varioustasksthat were assigned to me asa Class Representative To bevery honest, therewas
not much work for meto do asaClass Representative Although | wasconstantly involved and
engaged in organising or conducting variousevents held by the college, my role asaClass
Representativewasvery limited dueto thefact that, most of thetime, | was excluded fromthe
decision-making processes of the Union. Despitethis | wasableto learnalot during my one-
year journey. However, | must admit that the Union during that year wasvery ineffectiveand
inefficientinthedigposal of itsdutiesdueto many reasons including alack of cooperationamong
themembers caused by poor |eadership and communication.

Lastly, | anvery grateful for what | havelearned through al these months which had an
impact on and contributed to the devel opment of my communication and teamwork skills | hope
for the best for the collegeand wish al its students abright future ahead.

Ritom Kumar Patar

B.A Ill Sem, Class Representative

Student Union, Jagiroad College (Autonomous)
(Session 2024-2025)
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Report of the
HS-I ClassRepresentative

| was honored to be selected as the class Representative (CR) of the Higher Secondary
(HS) class of Jagiroad College (2024-25). This position gave me an opportunity to serve the
Higher secondary classes and to develop important qualities such asleadership, responsibility and
affective communication. It was a valuable and memorable experience in my academic life.

As a Class representative, my primary responsibility was to act as a link between the
students and the teachers. | communicated important notices, class schedules, examination
information and other academicinstructionsto my classmatesand all the HS classes. | also collected
student's problems and suggestions and pleaced them before the concerned teachers and the
collegeadministration.

| assisted teachers during examinations, internal assessments, and class activities by helping
inmaintaining discipline and al so encouraged studentsto attend classesregularly and participatein
academic as well as co-curricular activities.

While performing my duties, | faced several challenges. Managing students with different
attitudes and opinions was not aways easy. Sometimes, misunderstandings accurred between
students and teachers, and | had to handle such situations from everyone.

Another major challenge was balancing my own studies with my responsiblities as a CR,
especialy during examination periods. However, with proper time management, | was able to
fulfill both academic and leadership duties successfully.

This experience hel ped me become more confident, disciplined and responsible. | learned
how to communicate clearly, listen to others, and solve problems peacefully. It al so taught me the
importance of teamwork, cooperation and mutual respect.

Being a CR improved my relationship with both teachers and classmates. | felt pround
when | could help solve problems and create a better learning evnironment for everyones.

In conclusion, my experience asthe HS class Representative of Jagiroad College Autonomous
was extremely valuable and memorable. It helped to shape my personality and prepared me for
future leadership roles. | am greateful to my teachers and classmates for trusting me with this
responsibility. Thisroletaught methat leadership isnot about authority, but about service, resposibility
and dedication.

Biswas Konwar

HS-I, Class Representative

Student Union, Jagiroad College (Autonomous)
(Session 2024-2025)
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